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June 24, 2020 
 
Friends - 
 

 

 
 

The 224th General Assembly is happening now! The original plan was for our 
national body to meet in Baltimore. COVID-19 restrictions resulted in GA being online. 
Instead of an eight-day meeting, the 2020 GA will be four days: June 19th-20th & June 
26th-27th.   
 

What is GA? Presbyterian Church (USA) congregations are organized into 117 
Presbyteries, most of which are based on geography. Saint Giles is a member of 
the Presbytery of New Hope. Presbyteries are organized into 16 Synods. The 
Presbytery of New Hope is part of the Synod of the Mid-Atlantic. The national 
body of the PC(USA) is the General Assembly (GA). GA meets every-other year. 
Anyone can attend GA! Voting commissioners (equal numbers of elders and 
pastors) are elected by Presbyteries. 

 
What has happened so far? GA began at 7pm on Friday, June 19th. The business 
included reviewing standing rules, approving the docket and receiving reports from our 
outgoing co-moderators: Elder Vilmarie Cintrón-Olivieri and the Rev. Cindy Kohlmann. 
Saturday, June 20th began with a Poor People’s Campaign Event and resumed in the 
evening for the election of co-moderators. There were three teams of nominees. After a 
time of presentations and Q&A with the nominee pairs, the commissioners to the 224th 
GA elected Elder Elona Street-Stewart, executive of the Synod of Lakes and Prairies, and 
the Rev. Gregory Bentley, pastor of Fellowship Presbyterian Church in Huntsville, 
Alabama to serve as our co-moderators for the next two years.  
 
What will happen next weekend? Much of the regular business of GA has been 
postponed until 2022. The business to be conducted on June 27th & 28th has been 
identified as “critical business” or will be approved as part of a consent agenda. In 
addition, the commissioners will elect a Stated Clerk of the denomination.  
 
Want to keep-up with what’s happening at GA? Check out: https://ga-pcusa.org to find 
the latest news and live-streaming options. Be sure to check out the Youth Rising 
Coalition - Tuesday at 3pm - hopefully we can replay the event!   
 

“Young people in Baltimore are looking for opportunities. They have the ideas, 
talent and the dreams for their future, but often times they are overlooked and 

mailto:office@saintgiles.org
https://ga-pcusa.org/


their talents go undeveloped. Racism and classism are rampant. With no hope 
and no support, they look for other means to help support themselves or their 
families. 
 
Youth Rising Coalition members and supporters will join the 224th General 
Assembly (2020) for an online event.  All are invited to participate as we gather 
here in Baltimore and across the country . . . 
 

 To hear the voices and stories of Baltimore area youth who have compelling 
ideas about creating a more just and opportune environment for young people. 

 Join with community and faith leaders who stand alongside these young people 
and the organizations that empower them, to amplify their voices, making their 
hopes our opportunity for action. 
 
Thanks to New Lens, a local film production non-profit and organizing 
member of YRC, you will learn about the history of youth entrepreneurship in 
Baltimore, learn how and why this coalition came together.  You will meet 
several of the young people who will share their stories and aspirations.  We 
know that you will become inspired to unite as a virtual community.” 1 

 
For more information about the Youth Rising Coalition, check out: 
https://baltimorepresbytery.org/youth-rising/ 

 1  https://ga-pcusa.org/events/#Events_Youth_Rising 

 
 

Giving Update – Thank You! 
 
From the Finance & Stewardship Ministry Team and the Treasurer –  
 
Many, many thanks to those of you who have kept you giving up to date. Your ongoing 
support is vital during these challenging times so that we can continue to pay our 
wonderful staff and support our benevolences including Step-Up, Urban Ministries, 
YMCA and others. Your support truly makes a difference. Donations can be made via 
mailing a check to the Church office, calling Dave Gospodarek (919-880-5618) to make a 
credit card payment or using Venmo if you have an account. 
 
Thank you. 
 

 
 

Giving to Saint Giles 
 
Although we are not physically meeting each week, Saint Giles continues to pay our staff 
and support many benevolences.  Presbytery, Step-Up Ministry, Urban Ministries, 
YMCA, Campus Ministry, and others all continue to receive our support that comes 
from our budgeted income.  Now more than ever, we need your continued support to 
make sure that our works continue.  Your giving makes a difference and we ask that you 
consider keeping your donations up to date by mailing a check to the Church office or 
calling Dave Gospodarek (919-880-5618) to make a credit card payment. 
 
Thank you for your support during these times. 

https://baltimorepresbytery.org/youth-rising/


 
Connecting during COVID 

 
Are you missing our community of faith? Our sense of connection and family? Our 
regular interactions? There ARE things YOU can do!  
 

1. Make a phone call - talk with someone you are missing - reach out to someone 
who you think might be feeling disconnected. 

2. Send a note - most folks enjoy receiving something other than bills & junk-mail in 
their USPS mailbox. 

3. Reach out via text or email - send a picture, ask a question, deepen an existing 
relationship or spark a new one. 

4. Organize a (small) group get-together - plan a group facetime or google meetup, 
schedule a ZOOM gathering (the staff team can help with this), plan a conference 
call or think creatively about how to SAFELY meet in-person: limited numbers 
(less than 10) + masks + social distancing + ….lawn chairs in a cul-de-sac? 
driveway conversations? parking lot talks? separate 6’ tables in the Fellowship 
Hall? Please contact Emmie before making a plan that involves a gathering on the 
church campus. 

 
SAFETY is #1, followed VERY CLOSELY by lots of grace and understanding. 
 

 Some folks feel comfortable 
gathering in small groups. Others 
do not.  

 Some folks are ready to assume 
some risk related to getting 
together. Others are not. 

 Some folks share their needs, 
fears and medical diagnoses with 
ease. Others do not.  

 Some folks have made “family 
agreements” related to social 
contact. Others have not.  

 
All this is to say: Do not assume everyone is “on the same page” as you. Do not feel 
pressured to say “Yes” if you want or need to say “Not yet.” Be sensitive to one another. 
Choose words that allow LOTS of room for “No, thank you.” Be kind to one another. We 
are stronger when we create gracious spaces that honor our diversity as a community of 
faith. 

Photo by Kate Kalvach on Unsplash 

 
If you need assistance with shopping or other errands, please contact Emmie 
(office@saintgiles.org) or Katherine (katherine@saintgiles.org).  
 
If you are able to offer assistance with shopping or other errands, please contact Emmie 
(office@saintgiles.org) or Katherine (katherine@saintgiles.org). 
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