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Important Dates At-A-Glance 
Sunday, December 20 
9:30am Contemporary Sunday School Class 
  (via Zoom) 
10:30am Joy Journeys Sunday School Class 
  (via Zoom) 
1:30pm Youth Group Christmas Party 
  (via Zoom) 
 
Monday, December 21 
7pm  Longest Night Worship Service 
  (via Zoom) 
 
Thursday, December 24 
9am  Christmas Eve Hike at Umstead  
  State Park 
Be sure to tune in to the recorded  
Christmas Eve Service of carols and scripture!  
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Please note: 
 
The church office will be closed 
Thursday, December 24th,  
Friday, December 25th, Thursday, 
December 31st, and Friday,  
January 1st.  
 
May you all have a happy holiday season! 
 
 
Emmie will be in the church office on  
Mondays, Tuesdays, and every other Friday.   
 
Lance’s work week will be Sunday through 
Thursday.  Most weeks he will be in the 
 office Monday through Wednesday.  
 
Session guidelines ask that if you need to be 
in touch, please call or email, and if you 
must stop by, please wear a mask and make 
office visits brief.  Thank you for considering 
the safety of our staff members!   



Intentional Interim Update 
 

 “Hit the ground running.” That’s a phrase that is used many times when something new is 
planned or someone new is on the job. This image brings to mind speed, lots of energy, and getting 
the job done. Intentional Interim ministry is purposefully a stable, strategic, step by step,  
non-rushed spiritual discernment process. I can’t think of a better phrase right now, but I’m working 
on it. I can say that the Advent theme of anticipation fits for interim ministry. Trusting that the  
Spirit of God is at work in and among us, we will be doing a lot of listening and sharing. I hope this 
instills some anticipation in you for what is to come. Surely, the grace of God is at work and we can 
anticipate good things! 
 Specifically, the first thing an interim does is join the congregational system. That means that 
I want to see and understand who you are and what you do. I usually do this by attending Sunday 
school classes, fellowship group meetings, book clubs, and committee meetings, so that we can get to 
know each other. During the pandemic, many of these are on Zoom and I plan to mostly utilize that 
platform. I’m also open and interested in safe, socially distanced outdoor opportunities to have brief 
conversations. Please note that the success of this process relies on congregational participation. 
Everyone’s voice, ideas, and participation is welcome and needed! 
 As I mentioned in Sunday’s worship service, please be on the lookout for Zoom presentations 
on the interim process. I hope that most, if not all who have online capability, will plan to participate 
in one of the presentations. Each session will include time for questions and we’ll try to keep it at 
about 45 minutes. 
 I am very glad to be joining you in ministry and look forward to getting to know everyone,  
listening together for God’s leading, and walking with you as you intentionally move forward. 

 
Advent and Christmas blessings! 
Lance 

As 2020 draws to a close, we express our immense gratitude to Reverend Rebecca Kuiken, who 
served St. Giles as our Bridge Interim from August to December.  Representing the Session and the 
Congregation, members of the Interim Pastor Nominating Committee (Chris Maxwell, Mick Wilber, 
and Carol Pope) met with Rebecca to express our appreciation.  We presented her several gifts and 
gift cards, and we enumerated the gifts she has given us in the past few months.  We remain grateful 
to her for her leadership. 

Christmas Joy Offering 
 
Each year during the Advent and Christmas season, we turn our eyes 
to Bethlehem and celebrate the wondrous gift of Jesus Christ, our  
Savior. 
 
God has blessed the Church with incredible leadership in every time 
and place, but those leaders often need to be supported by their  
communities as well.  
 
This Offering addresses the support needed by some of our leaders, 
including supporting leadership development for communities of  
color, and providing support for Presbyterian church workers in their 
time of need.   
 
If you would like to designate your gift for the Christmas Joy Offering, 
please note that on the memo line of your check or in your online  
donation.  
 
Yours in Christ,  The Finance & Stewardship Ministry Team  



Christmas Eve Worship 

Our worship committee and staff 
have planned to record a simple 
worship service for Christmas Eve.  
 
This service will resemble an  
abbreviated service of lessons and 
carols and will conclude with the 
lighting of candles. Each family is 
encouraged to sing along at home 
and have a candle ready to light 
while we all sing Silent Night.  
 
In a challenging year when we  
cannot be together to see the light 
fill the sanctuary, we light candles at 
home proclaiming that the light of 
Christ still “shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness did not overcome 
it.”  

Sunday, December 20th—TED Talks Sunday School on Zoom 
 
Join us at 9:30am THIS Sunday, December 20th!  We’ll spend the first ten minutes catching up, then 
jump in to this week’s video.   
 
Please watch it before class—you won’t be sorry you did! 
 
Iseult Gillespie: Why should you read Charles Dickens? 
https://www.ted.com/talks/iseult_gillespie_why_should_you_read_charles_dickens 
 
This is a 5-minute video that we suggest you view twice.  It has been viewed a million times.  After 
the first view try to think of the parallels between: 
 when he wrote, 
 about what he wrote,  
 juxtaposition of issues, and  
 the way it was presented to the public then—and the comparable treatment now in our society 

today.   
 
Then look at it a second time looking for those comparisons.   We are looking for those and will  
record the number that you all think of and present Sunday and then send the list back to you. 
 
Here’s the Sunday morning “click and join” zoom link:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89656319586 
 
 
We hope to see you there! 



Longest Night Service  
 
We will join together for a Longest Night Service carried live on Zoom at 7:00 PM on  
Monday, Dec. 21. This service will be recorded and sent to members who prefer to view it at a later 
time. 
 
What is a Longest Night service? Held on the Winter Solstice, this service, sometimes called Blue 
Christmas, recognizes that not everyone is filled with cheer during the holiday season. It speaks a 
message of healing and hope to those who are struggling or grieving. In this season of Covid when 
our holiday celebrations may look and feel very different, here is an opportunity for all of us to hear 
the Advent message in a way that speaks to our 2020 situation.  
 
We hope that you will join us. 
The zoom link will be emailed out the morning of the 21st.   
 
**If you participate in the live service, please be aware that your image will be visible to those who 
watch later. 

Sunday School—The Christmas Story 
 
What:  Joy Journey Sunday School  
When: Sunday, December 20th at 10:30 a.m. 
Where: On Zoom. . . Link below! 
 
 
The Children's Ministry invites you to Zoom Sunday School this Sunday, December 20th at 10:30 
a.m. This invitation goes out to all St. Giles families with children and any other members 
and friends who would enjoy hearing the Christmas Story. 
 
"This is the season of Advent, the time when we get ready to celebrate the mystery of Christmas".   
Erin Tracy, Caroline Tatum and Jennifer Gospodarek will share the beautiful, old story of the  
journey to Bethlehem.  
 
Hope to see you there! 
 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82658900758?pwd=cWRON3JiTEZnUTl3OEtBVDBrNHA3QT09 
 
Meeting ID: 826 5890 0758 
Passcode: 928153  

Youth Christmas Party 
 
Join us on Sunday, December 
20th for a Zoom Christmas  
Party at 1:30-2:30pm with West 
Raleigh’s youth group!   
 
Play Christmas themed games 
like Name That Christmas Song, 
Christmas Charades, and more.  
 
Please contact James if you want 
to be added to the youth group 
email list and receive the zoom 
link for the party! 



Virtual Alternative Gift Market 
 
Why not do some holiday gift shopping while connecting to our partners in missions!  St. Giles'  
provides financial support and volunteers to many missions, some of which have opportunities for 
holiday donations.  While we've been less hands-on with missions through covid, we are very much 
still hearts-on!  Check out these opportunities.  
 
St. Giles Pastor's Discretionary Fund  Our church 
provides gift cards for food and funds for electric bills to our 
neighbors in times of need.   You can donate to the fund 
through a check to the church with "Pastor's Discretionary 
Fund" in the memo line.  If you would like to make your  
donation into a holiday gift, please include a note with the 
name, address, and message for the recipient and we'll send 
them a card. 
 
Rise Against Hunger is growing  
a global movement to end hunger by empowering  
communities, nourishing lives and responding to  
emergencies. 
 
We have packaged food with them in the past, will again, and 
they are hosting on line Christmas market:  
https://act.riseagainsthunger.org/event/meet-the-need-
market/e302437 
 
Meals on Wheels provides nutritious meals to people 
60 years old and over who are homebound and/or 
disabled, or would otherwise be unable to maintain a  
balanced meal.  They will mail a special Holiday card about 
your donation to your honoree(s).  Cards can be purchased 
for $20 each. 
 
 
Urban Ministries of Wake County  
responds to neighbors in crisis by providing food, medicine 
and shelter.  They have Holiday Cards ($7 each or you can 
donate more) and that includes shipping to you. 

Epiphany Sunday - January 3 
 
St. Giles worship ministry team has decided to do something special for Epiphany this year. Soon, 
each family will receive “star words” in the mail. Star words have been used by churches on  
Epiphany as a way to reflect on how God is made manifest in our lives and in the world. Just as the 
Magi looked to a star to find the infant Jesus, we will be invited to reflect on our star word during the 
2021 year. There will be enough star words for each family member to have a different word. On 
Epiphany Sunday during communion, each family will be invited to pick one of their star words 
trusting that it will be one that will invite them to see God in ways they have not seen God before. All 
will be invited to put their star words in a place where we will see it regularly and during the year we 
will reflect on how the word is impacting our lives. 

https://act.riseagainsthunger.org/event/meet-the-need-market/e302437
https://www.wakemow.org/civicrm/contribute/transact?reset=1&id=3
https://urbanmin.salsalabs.org/HolidayCards/index.html

