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Important Dates At-A-Glance 
Tuesday, December 15 
12:30pm Book Group (via Zoom) 
 
Wednesday, December 16 
7am  Centering Prayer (via Zoom) 
 
Sunday, December 20 
9:30am Contemporary Sunday School Class 
  (via Zoom) 
 
Monday, December 21 
7pm  Longest Night Worship Service 
  (via Zoom) 
 
Thursday, December 24 
9am  Christmas Eve Hike at Umstead  
  State Park 
Be sure to tune in to the recorded  
Christmas Eve Service of carols and scripture!  
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Please note: 
 
The church office will be closed 
Thursday, December 24th,  
Friday, December 25th, Thursday, 
December 31st, and Friday,  
January 1st.  
 
May you all have a happy holiday season! 



Intentional Interim Update 
 

 

 
Advent greetings from the High Country! In the midst of the challenges and unknowns of the COVID 
pandemic, by the grace of God, I hope you are finding hope, peace, joy and love this Advent season.  

 

What a blessing to have had a helpful bridge interim during these difficult months of COVID worries 
and restrictions. And now your transition continues. I’m grateful to the New Hope Presbytery for 
welcoming me into the process of becoming a temporary presbytery member, so that I might serve 
at St. Giles. I’m excited to be joining with you in ministry beginning full time, next week.    

 

I want to take this opportunity to provide an overview of Intentional Interim Ministry, also called 
Transitional Ministry. I will offer a more in-depth presentation on Zoom in the weeks ahead.  

Intentional Interim ministry is a spiritual discernment process of self-reflection, discovery, and  

clarification of God’s will, purpose, and direction.  Intentional Interim ministers are usually  
experienced pastors who have served multiple congregations and have received specialized training 
in the dynamics of change and transition. Loren Mead and Roy Oswald of the Alban Institute  

designed the first training for interim ministry in 1974. Significant studies over the past 45 years 
have shown that this time of transition can strengthen the possibility that the congregation and  
newly called pastor can form a strong team. Congregations that make good use of this opportunity 
can find clarity, energy, perspective, and can prepare a healthy and hopeful stage to welcome a new 
pastor.  

 

The heart of Intentional Interim ministry centers around five elements/focus points of  

congregational life - Heritage, Mission, Leadership, Connections, and Future. Usually, a session  

appointed Transition Team/Mission Study Team designs and implements congregational  
engagement/discussion around each focus point. The Team, knowing the congregation, customizes 
the congregation’s engagement of the focus points to ensure maximum participation. The  

Intentional Interim serves a pastor/head of staff to the congregation and process coach to both the 
Transition Team and later if asked, to the PNC. 

 

That’s a long enough article for this week! I look forward to joining with you all in ministry and  

seeing you on Zoom soon. 

 

Grace and peace, 

Lance     

Christmas Joy Offering 
 
Each year during the Advent and Christmas season, we turn our eyes to Bethlehem and celebrate the 
wondrous gift of Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
 
God has blessed the Church with incredible leadership in every time and place, but those leaders  
often need to be supported by their communities as well. This Offering addresses the support needed 
by some of our leaders, including supporting leadership development for communities of color, and 
providing support for Presbyterian church workers in their time of need.  Look for more on the CJO 
in this week’s worship email.   
 
Yours in Christ,  The Finance & Stewardship Ministry Team  



Book Group Meets Again! 
  
The St. Giles Book Group is now meeting via Zoom.  If you would like to join us, our  
December book is Meet Me at the Museum by Anne Youngson.  You can get the book from the  
library and meet with us on December 15 at 12:30.  Call Jean Smith 919-787-6279 (leave a  
message) to get on the list.  

What was your favorite book as a child?  
Angel Tree Book update 

  
Maybe some of the books we're giving to 42 neighborhood children this weekend will become  
favorites of theirs.  Twenty-three members of our congregation pitched in to buy and wrap  
age-appropriate books for children ages 5 to 14 in the Community Hope program, and those will be 
distributed this Saturday!  Your generosity will extend into the year ahead as we had close to $100 
left from donations, and we'll make sure that supports these children through our continued  
engagement with Community Hope.  Thanks for sharing!  

Longest Night Service  
 
We will join together for a Longest Night Service carried live on Zoom at 7:00 PM on  
Monday, Dec. 21. This service will be recorded and sent to members who prefer to view it at a later 
time. 
 
What is a Longest Night service? Held on the Winter Solstice, this service, sometimes called Blue 
Christmas, recognizes that not everyone is filled with cheer during the holiday season. It speaks a 
message of healing and hope to those who are struggling or grieving. In this season of Covid when 
our holiday celebrations may look and feel very different, here is an opportunity for all of us to hear 
the Advent message in a way that speaks to our 2020 situation.  
 
We hope that you will join us. 
Emmie will provide the liturgy and Zoom link closer to the date of the service.   
 
**If you participate in the live service, please be aware that your image will be visible to those who 
watch later. 



Virtual Alternative Gift Market 
 
Why not do some holiday gift shopping while connecting to our partners in missions!  St. Giles'  
provides financial support and volunteers to many missions, some of which have opportunities for 
holiday donations.  While we've been less hands-on with missions through covid, we are very much 
still hearts-on!  Check out these opportunities.  
 
 
St. Giles Pastor's Discretionary Fund  Our 
church provides gift cards for food and funds for  
electric bills to our neighbors in times of need.   You 
can donate to the fund through a check to the church 
with "Pastor's Discretionary Fund" in the memo line.  
If you would like to make your donation into a holiday 
gift, please include a note with the name, address, and 
message for the recipient and we'll send them a card. 
 
 
 
Rise Against Hunger is growing  
a global movement to end hunger by empowering  
communities, nourishing lives and responding to  
emergencies. 
 
We have packaged food with them in the past, will 
again, and they are hosting on line Christmas market:  
https://act.riseagainsthunger.org/event/meet-the-
need-market/e302437 
 
 
 
Meals on Wheels provides nutritious meals to  
people 60 years old and over who are homebound 
and/or disabled, or would otherwise be unable to 
maintain a balanced meal.  They will mail a special 
Holiday card about your donation to your  
honoree(s).  Cards can be purchased for $20 each. 
 
 
 
 
 
Urban Ministries of Wake County  
responds to neighbors in crisis by providing food, 
medicine and shelter.  They have Holiday Cards ($7 
each or you can donate more) and that includes  
shipping to you. 

https://act.riseagainsthunger.org/event/meet-the-need-market/e302437
https://www.wakemow.org/civicrm/contribute/transact?reset=1&id=3
https://urbanmin.salsalabs.org/HolidayCards/index.html

