
 

 

SUNDAY, APRIL 12, 2020 

 

SAINT GILES PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 

 

 



We have two podcasts. The extended podcast begins here and continues through most of 
the worship service, to the Charge and Benediction. The shorter podcast is of only the 
Proclamation. 
Extended Podcast: https://www.buzzsprout.com/102332/3303400 
 
WORDS OF WELCOME 
 
RESPONSIVE GREETING 
 

One:  Christ is Risen!  
All: He is Risen indeed! 

 
GATHERING SONG # 240  Alleluia, Alleluia! Give Thanks      TUNE: ALLELUIA NO. 1 

(Refrain, v 2 &4) 
 

Refrain: 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Give thanks to the risen Lord. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Give praise to his name 
 
Verse 2: 
Spread the good news o'er all the earth: 
Jesus has died and has risen. (Refrain) 
 
Verse 4: 
Come let us praise the living God, 
joyfully sing to our Savior. (Refrain) 

 
TIME FOR PERSONAL PRAYER AND MEDITATION       Nadia Bolz Weber, 2014 
 

Being a person of faith doesn’t mean you get to be certain. If anything, [being a 
person of faith] means that like Mary and Martha, you get to be surprised... 
  
…Surprised by empty tombs, surprised by the thing you never saw coming. 
Surprised by how you can have something or someone taken from you which 
you thought you couldn’t live without and then finding yourself living without 
them anyway…Surprised, as we say, at empty tombs and the suddenness of 
dawn. 

 
PRELUDE   A Festal Fanfare from 4th Concerto                J.S. Bach (1685 - 1750) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.buzzsprout.com/102332/3303400


CALL TO WORSHIP (Psalm 118: 1 & 24)         
 
        One:    O give thanks to the Lord, God is good; 
        All:     God’s steadfast love endures forever! 
  
        One:    This is the day the Lord has made; 
        All:     let us be glad and rejoice in it. 
  
        One:    Christ is Risen! 
        All:     He is risen indeed! 
 
SONG #232          Jesus Christ is Risen Today   TUNE: EASTER HY MN 

(v 1, 2 & 4) 
 

Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia! 
our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 
who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! 
suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 
 
Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 
unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia! 
who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 
sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 
 
Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! 
praise eternal as God's love. Alleluia! 
Praise our God, ye heavenly host, Alleluia! 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (based on Isaiah 65:17-25) 
  

Living Lord, today is a day of new things: 
  
      New heaven, new earth, new relationships and new life.  
      You are alive. Your Spirit is at work. 
      You call us to rejoice and be glad.   
   
Living Lord, forgive our lack of joyfulness and open us to your way: 
 
 the way where dancing trumps weeping  
       and laughter triumphs over distress;  
 the way where wolf and lamb feed together  
       and destruction is forever destroyed; 
 the way where new – and surprising things –  
       are a daily occurrence. Amen.  

 
 



WORDS OF ASSURANCE AND PEACE  
 
 One: Hear this good news! 
  The mercy of the Lord  
  is from everlasting to everlasting. 
 
  Know that you are forgiven 
  and be at peace. 
 
 One: May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
 All: And also with you. 
 
SONG  In Christ Alone                        Keith Getty & Stuart Townend  
 

In Christ alone my hope is found, 
He is my light, my strength, my song 
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
What heights of love, what depths of peace 
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease 
My Comforter, my All in All 
Here in the love of Christ I stand. 
 
In Christ alone! - who took on flesh, 
Fullness of God in helpless babe. 
This gift of love and righteousness, 
Scorned by the ones He came to save 
Till on that cross as Jesus died, 
The wrath of death was satisfied 
For every sin on Him was laid 
Here in the death of Christ I live. 
 
There in the ground His body lay, 
Light of the world by darkness slain: 
Then bursting forth in glorious day 
Up from the grave He rose again 
And as He stands in victory 
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me, 
For I am His and He is mine 
Bought with the precious blood of Christ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



No guilt in life, no fear in death, 
This is the power of Christ in me 
From life's first cry to final breath, 
Jesus commands my destiny 
No power of hell, no scheme of man, 
Can ever pluck me from His hand 
Till He returns or calls me home 
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand. 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
HIST ORY I Kings 19:11-13 

 
The Lord] said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the  Lord, for 
the Lord is about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was 
splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the Lord, but 
the Lord was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but 
the Lord was not in the earthquake; and after the earthquake a fire, but 
the Lord was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. When 
Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the 
entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, “What are you 
doing here, Elijah?”  

 
GOSPEL  Matthew 28:1-10 
 

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene 
and the other Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly there was a great 
earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled 
back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing 
white as snow. For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men. But 
the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for 
Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. 
Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has 
been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there 
you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” So they left the tomb quickly with 
fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and 
said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped 
him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to 
Galilee; there they will see me.” 

 
 One:  This is the Word of the Lord:  
 All: Thanks be to God. 
 
HOMILY  
 https://www.buzzsprout.com/102332/3303403 
 
 

https://www.buzzsprout.com/102332/3303403


SONG #250  In the Bulb There Is a Flower            TUNE: PROMISE 
 

In the bulb there is a flower; 
in the seed, an apple tree; 
in cocoons, a hidden promise: 
butterflies will soon be free! 
In the cold and snow of winter 
there’s a spring that waits to be, 
unrevealed until its season, 
something God alone can see. 
 
There’s a song in every silence, 
seeking word and melody; 
there’s a dawn in every darkness, 
bringing hope to you and me. 
From the past will come the future; 
what it holds, a mystery, 
unrevealed until its season, 
something God alone can see. 
 
In our end is our beginning; 
in our time, infinity; 
in our doubt there is believing; 
in our life, eternity. 
In our death, a resurrection; 
at the last, a victory, 
unrevealed until its season, 
something God alone can see. 

 
CELEBRATION OF GOD’S PROMISES 

 
We celebrate resurrection and life.  
We look for signs of renewal and new beginnings. 
We claim God’s promises as truth. 
 

 One:  We belong to God: 
All:  Long before we had words,  
 long before we breathed life –  

God claimed us.  
 

 One: We are God’s beloved: 
All: No matter where,  
 no matter when,  
 no matter what. 
 
One: God loves us:  
All:  and we belong to God.  



  
PRAYERS OF T HE PEOPLE1  AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 
 Loving God, 

 
We praise you for this day of celebration, 

  this day of praise and thanksgiving 
  that changes the way we think and act, 
  and calls us to a new way of life.  
  

We praise you for the resurrection truths we encounter in Scripture: 
 your love could not be kept down, 
 your purpose could not be defeated, 
 your goodness could not be destroyed.  
 
Teach us that what was true then is still true today –  
 that resurrection is not just about life after death 
 but about constant new beginnings and the regular renewal of life; 
 that resurrection is still happening, and we are called to proclaim: 
 
When life is hard, 
 when we are overwhelmed, 
 when faith flies in the face of reason, 
 remind us: your love cannot – will not – be kept down. 
 
When work seems fruitless, 
 when our efforts go unrewarded, 
 when our hopes remain unrealized, 
 assure us: you are still at work 
 your purpose cannot - will not - be defeated.  
 
When illness disrupts our lives, 
 when many become ill and some die, 
 when essential workers take risks on our behalf, 
 when “stay-at-home” orders lead to isolation and anxiety, 
 prompt us to remember: your goodness cannot - will not - be destroyed.  
  

 Loving God, 
 
 Grant us the courage to claim your promises 
  and the boldness to believe their truth.  
  
 And hear us as we pray together… 
 

                                                 
1 Based on several prayers by Nick Fawcett (Prayers for all seasons; A comprehensive resource for public worship . 

1998) 



Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen 
    

OFFERING  
 
MUSIC FOR REFLECTION  Jesu, Joy of Our Desiring          J.S. Bach (1685 - 1750) 

 
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  
 

May God grant us the confidence to step into the twilight (to stand on the mountain, 
to go to the tomb), and the courage to look - trusting God to speak, trusting God to 
meet us, in the complexity of our lives.  
 
And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit  
be with you, and all those you love,  
and all those who are convinced they are unlovable.  
 
May we reach out and love. Amen.  

 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to Eddie Adams, Patty Pace and Mona Dowell for providing the music for our 
At-Home Worship Guide and Extended Podcast. 
 
 
  



 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please Pray for these Members, Relatives and Friends 
 
Pat Lindsay, Rachel Williams, Sandra Richbourg, Charolette Brown, Libby Morton, Dan Grassi, 
Dick Grassi, Paula Hagler, Dave Smith, Carol Pope, Aleta Wheeler, Marie Minani, Inez Ruchte, 
Andrew Scharfe, Peggie Bell, Jeane Nagel, Peggy McNeill 
 

 Sallie Taylor’s sister, Janet 
 Jan Morgan’s daughter, Anna 

 Betty Fetvedt’s sister, Peggy 
 Marti Ranney’s friend Sherrill 

 Teresa Johnson’s cousin, Kaitlyn 
 Charolette Brown’s friend, Jaqueline 

 Janet Wherry’s sons David & Stephen, & her sister Fran 

 Rachel & Rodney Williams’ daughter, Rene 
 Pat & Bob Lindsay’s granddaughter Rebecca, niece Stephanie & family, & friend Ann Weber 

 Chris Zaineddin’s friend Peggy, nieces Colleen, & Sourour Dehnadi, brother Ken, & 
friend Paul Hutter & family 

 Dave & Rita Hart’s friends Max, Terry, neighbor Mary & her family  
 Roberta Dibble’s friend Margaret Rothman 

 Carmen Rosa, along with Tania Valentine & Maurice Kersey  
 Friends of Hess & Hart families, Max & Leatha Carey & family, & Allen Lee & Family  

 Jo Lourens’ father Flip Viviers 

 Kimberly & Chad Craven’s friend & her family  
 Lisa, coworker of Koreen Thomasson, & Lisa’s husband Ed 

 Sara Monazah’s grandmother Zary  
 Carol Pope’s brother, David 

 Kathy & Bob Wolinski’s daughter, Amy  

 John Lavender’s brother Don Allen Lavender, & John & Susie’s niece’s husband Ben Cooper  
 Nicole Goolsby’s mother Lyn Rion 

 Joe Moody’s sister Mary Lynn 
 Cindy Hemminger & family following her 5 year old cousin Hazel’s diagnosis with Leukemia  

 Donald and Nancy Ross’ friend Terri McIrvine, and her husband and daughters  

 Mary Ellen Jackson’s cousin Betty Turner 
 Frank Boyd, following a second surgery for a detached retina 

 The Tatum-Carter family, following the death of their friend Matthew 
 Chris Maxwell’s sister Cecile 

 John, Carin and Elizabeth Iager following the death of John's sister Cindy, who 
died on Saturday, March 28 following a fight with COVID-19 

 Family and friends of Ray Kressman, following his death on Friday, March, 27 th 
 Don & Shirley Sprinkle’s family member Whitney Huskey, following COVID-19 

diagnosis, and Whitney’s daughter as her mother undergoes treatment  
 
*requests in bold have been recently added or are in need of special prayer. 


