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Last week, I asked you to consider the following questions: 
 

 how have you experienced the Holy Spirit? 

 where have you seen the Holy Spirit at work?  

 when have you sensed the Holy Spirit’s presence? 

 in or through whom have you witnessed the Holy Spirit? 
 
I invited those of you who are comfortable, to share your answers. Carol Pope responded 
with these words:  
 

In the past few months I have time and again experienced the Holy Spirit at 
work!  Through phone calls/Zoom meetings, through conversations with 
friends and loved ones from St. Giles, through sharing Sunday morning 
services with Andy, and through humor in unexpected moments.  
 
As I listen to others, I hear a determination to be positive, to uplift, and to care 
deeply for all.  The conversations I've had often gravitate to "what I have 
learned about myself and others, what I hope we will learn as a community 
both small and large, what has inspired me recently (books, movies, 
documentaries, news, music), and how we have a great opportunity to re-
order our priorities."  Such discussions have not often emerged in "regular" 
talk, but the challenges of a crisis have opened us to each other, to our inner 
selves, and the workings of the Holy Spirit in all of those places--the seams and 
fabric of life and living. 
 
I have also heard the Holy Spirit remind me of my own demons--the ones that 
nag unnecessarily, that try to bring down my spirits, that forget my 
strength.  For each of these reminders I am grateful and brought humble. 

 
 
Thank you, Carol, for sharing your reflections 
with us. Thank you, too, for unpacking some of 
the many ways God’s Spirit “shows up” – at 
work, at home, in conversations, through 
humor, in the practices of listening, learning 
and longing, and in the life-long process of self-
discovery.  We are – I am – grateful for your 
insight, your wisdom and your courage.   
 
Peace to you and yours, 
Katherine 
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Breathe Upon the Slain 
 

Did you listen to “Breathe Upon the Slain” as part of our Pentecost Worship Experience?  
 
It was written by our very own Mona Dowell who, twice in recent weeks, has asked if she 
could create a song to follow the sermon. Here’s what happens: I send my manuscript to 
Mona on Tuesday or Wednesday, she hears my delivery sometime late on Wednesday 
and then - between then and Friday - she writes AND records a song that brilliantly 
weaves texts & themes with original melody & harmony!  
 
Here are the lyrics: if you read carefully, you will discover illusions to six texts to which I 
referred in the preaching: Genesis 1:1-2, Nehemiah 9:17b-20a, Psalm 104:30, Ezekiel 
37:7-10, Joel 2:2-8 and Luke 2:25-32. You may also notice references to the feminine 
Spirit and the free Spirit who is past, present & future. 
 
 
 

 

Over waters 

In the wilderness 

Renew this ground 

 

Breathe upon the slain 

That they may live 

 

Wind of revelation come 

 

O my Lord 

O my Lord 

O my Lord 

She's coming down the road 

 

She is free (O my Lord) x3 

 

She's coming down the road 

 
 
 
 
 
If you listen, you will hear palpable grief related to the murder of George Floyd…and 
actual rain! https://www.buzzsprout.com/102332/3966575 - “Breathe Upon the Slain” 
(©Remona Dowell, 2020) 
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The Congregational Nominating Committee 
 

 
On behalf of the yet-to-be trained Congregational Nominating Committee (CNC), we 
invite you to prayerfully consider who God may be calling to serve as leaders/elders at 
Saint Giles.  
 
The CNC will be asked to identify five Elders (Members of Session). We will most likely 
need two elders to serve in our Roots Division (Administration & Staff and 
Finance/Stewardship) and three elders to serve in our Tree Division.   
 
Please send your ideas to Emmie (office@saintgiles.org) who will compile a list of 
suggestions for the CNC.  
 
 

 
 

Giving to Saint Giles 
 

 
Although we are not physically meeting each week, Saint Giles continues to pay our staff 
and support many benevolences.  Presbytery, Step-Up Ministry, Urban Ministries, 
YMCA, Campus Ministry, and others all continue to receive our support that comes 
from our budgeted income.  Now more than ever, we need your continued support to 
make sure that our works continue. 
 
Your giving makes a difference and we ask that you consider keeping your donations up 
to date by mailing a check to the Church office or calling Dave Gospodarek (919-880-
5618) to make a credit card payment. 
 
Thank you for your support during these times. 
 
 

 
 
If you need assistance with shopping or other errands, please contact Emmie 
(office@saintgiles.org) or Katherine (katherine@saintgiles.org).  
 
If you are able to offer assistance with shopping or other errands, please contact Emmie 
(office@saintgiles.org) or Katherine (katherine@saintgiles.org). 
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Graduation Recognition 

Please join all of us at Saint Giles in wishing heartfelt congratulations  
to all of these graduates! 

 

Carol Pope and Andy Overstreet celebrate the graduation of granddaughter Alexa 
Overstreet, upon her graduation with honors from Western Albemarle High School in 
Charlottesville, Virginia this spring.  She will attend either North Carolina State or the 
University of Virginia in the fall.   
 

Carol Pope and Andy Overstreet celebrate the graduation of their niece Kathryn Pope, 
graduating from UNC-Chapel Hill in May with a B.A. in Sociology and Psychology.  She 
is going to UNC-Wilmington for graduate school in social work. 
 

Christine Lee celebrates her son, Justin Do, who will be graduating from U.N.C. Chapel 
Hill in May, with a B.S. in computer science and B.S. in information science.  
 

John and Carin Iager celebrate their daughter Elizabeth Grace Iager, graduating this 
spring in the Class of 2020 at Millbrook High School.  Elizabeth will be attending East 
Carolina University in the fall of 2020 to study Business Marketing. 
 

Phill and Elise Stiles celebrate their granddaughter Tina (Phillie) Stiles, who is 
graduating from Mt. Tabor High School in Winston-Salem, NC. 
 

The Morgan family celebrates Matt Morgan, who is graduating from the MBA program 
at the UNC Kenan-Flagler business school this month. 
 

Marilyn and Wayne Brodd celebrate their granddaughter Bailey Anne Brodd, who is 
graduating from Broughton High School and attending Appalachian State University in 
the fall.   
 

The Goble family celebrates their daughter, Maggie Goble, who graduated Cum Laude 
from High Point University with a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration and 
minors in Finance and Professional Sales.  She will be returning to HPU in the fall to 
pursue an M.B.A. with a concentration in Healthcare Management.   
 

The Black and Tracy families celebrate their daughter, Mari Black, graduating from 
North Carolina Virtual Academy in early June.  She has also attended classes at Wake 
Tech for dual credit in the college level.  She is very excited to be studying at the 
University of North Carolina at Wilmington, where she plans to study criminology and 
forensic science.   
 

Janet Wherry celebrates her granddaughter Cadence Molnar, who is graduating from 
Leesville High School in June 2020.  She will attend Wake Tech in the fall.   
 
The Getzoff family celebrates Barent Getzoff, who is graduating Suma Cum Laude from 
UNC Greensboro with a Bachelors in Consumer Apparel & Retail Studies with a 
concentration in Retailing and Consumer Studies and a Minor in Business. 
 

Monte and Kathy Matthews celebrate their son, Duncan, who graduated from NCSU 

with a B.S. in Microbiology. 
 



Steve and Marilyn Allison celebrate their granddaughter, Allison Moreau, who is 
graduating from Sanderson High School on June 11.  She plans on attending 
Appalachian State University in the fall. 
 
Peggy McNeill celebrates her grandson, Jack McNeill (John Hugh McNeill III), upon 
receiving the Doctor of Law degree from Emory School of Law, May 11, 2020. 
 
Nicole Goolsby celebrates her daughter Devon Goolsby, who graduated from 
Appalachian State University.   
 

 


