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August 26th, 2020 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
I have enjoyed meeting with your Session leaders and hearing the stories of St. Giles: 
Mission trips to Appalachia and Nicaragua. Big feasts and fundraisers. Habitat for 
Humanity. New buildings and remodeled rooms. 
 
The pandemic closed down normal life at St. Giles.  Everyone had to hunker down in 
order to stay safe. You’ve punted creatively, however. Zoom meetings, podcast worship, 
building a phone network of community caregivers.  
 
Then, right in the middle of an epic pandemic, St. Giles had to say good-bye to a beloved 
pastor.  Yet another loss, in the many losses of 2020.   
 
Grief has many layers. One loss can conjure up the feelings of past losses. This is a 
tender time and a sacred wilderness. You are both waiting for this pandemic to end, and 
for a new permanent pastor to arrive. I am holding the fort, and I am listening for what 
you need right now. With Session, we are looking for ways to see each other –a Zoom 
coffee hour or even an outdoor and socially distanced worship service. 
 
Friends, you have a solid and faithful history, and smart and creative leaders. In the 
words of the Carrie Newcomer song, “You can do this hard thing.”  We will get through 
2020 with God’s hand on our shoulders. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Rebecca 
       
 
 

 
 

Church Sanctuary Available for Meditation 
 
If you would like to visit the church sanctuary for quiet prayer and meditation, please 
contact the church office.  We will schedule a time for it to be available for you, and 
provide you with a list of guidelines to ensure safety for you and all others at Saint Giles.   
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Adult Education Opportunity! 
 
Saint Giles is pleased to announce that Tim Hoyt and Phill Stiles are continuing the 
Contemporary Adult Sunday School class. The class will now meet every other week, at a 
new time, and as a ZOOM class.   
 
If you are interested, please contact Phill Stiles, and you will be emailed everything you 
need to join the class.   
 

This Sunday’s Contemporary Issues Zoom Class: 
Sunday, August 30, 9:30 a.m. 

We will view the TED talk together at 9:40. 
 

 
Get Comfortable with Being Uncomfortable – 
Luvvie Ajayi, 5 million views, 10 min 
Author of:  I’m Judging You: The Do Better Manual 

 

https://www.ted.com/talks/luvvie_ajayi_get_comfortable_with_being_uncomfortable 
     

Luvvie Ajayi isn't afraid to speak her mind or to be the one 
dissenting voice in a crowd, and neither should you. "Your 
silence serves no one," says the writer, activist and self-
proclaimed professional troublemaker. In this bright, uplifting 
talk, Ajayi shares three questions to ask yourself if you're 
teetering on the edge of speaking up or quieting down -- and 
encourages all of us to get a little more comfortable with being 
uncomfortable. 

 
We believe you get more from TED talks if you view it more than once, so please watch 
the video before the class! 
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Training at Kirk of Kildaire Presbyterian Church 
 

The Kirk of Kildaire Justice and Equality Taskforce would like to invite you to attend a 
fascinating and informative training presented by the Racial Equity Institute, 
https://www.racialequityinstitute.com.   
 
This virtual presentation will enlighten and inspire you with stories and data regarding 
racial inequity in today's society.  This training comes highly recommended by church 
and community leaders. We hope it will be a springboard for us to learn ways to grow 
and respond to racial inequities.   
 
The training will take place on Saturday, August 29 from 9:00am-12:00noon (with 3 
breaks included) via ZOOM, and there is a non-refundable cost of $25 per person.   
There is an online payment option on the Kirk giving page www.kirkofkildaire.org under 
“Ways To Give”, “Online Giving and Registrations/Other Payments and Registrations” 
OR you can mail a check made out to the Kirk of Kildaire with REI noted on the memo 
line.   
 
Once you have paid you can register and secure your spot here.  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084AA4AF2DA1F58-kirk  

 

 
 
If you need assistance with shopping or other errands, or can assist with these needs, 
please contact Emmie (office@saintgiles.org). 
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