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We have one podcast this week.  The Extended Worship podcast, which begins here, 
continues through most of the worship service, to the Charge & Benediction.  
Podcast: https://www.buzzsprout.com/1260758/5504233 

 
 
PRELUDE                   Simple Gifts     arr. Remona Jeannine 
 
GREETING  
 
OPENING PRAYER 
 

O God, you hold us in your powerful compassion. In this hour, receive our praise, 
our thanksgiving and the love we are able to return to You. In the name of Jesus, we 
pray, Amen. 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
Psalm 27:1, 4-6 

 
The LORD is my light and my salvation—whom shall I fear? The LORD is the 
stronghold of my life—of whom shall I be afraid? One thing I ask from the LORD, 
this only do I seek: that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, 
to gaze on the beauty of the LORD and to seek him in his temple. For in the day of 
trouble he will keep me safe in his dwelling; he will hide me in the shelter of his 
sacred tent and set me high upon a rock. Then my head will be exalted above the 
enemies who surround me; at his sacred tent I will sacrifice with shouts of joy; I will 
sing and make music to the LORD.   

 
HYMN #321    The Church’s One Foundation                         TUNE: AURELIA 

Verses 1, 3, & 5 
 

The church's one foundation 
is Jesus Christ her Lord. 
She is his new creation 
by water and the word. 
From heaven he came and sought her 
to be his holy bride. 
With his own blood he bought her, 
and for her life he died. 

 
Though with a scornful wonder 
this world sees her oppressed, 
by schisms rent asunder, 
by heresies distressed, 
yet saints their watch are keeping; 
their cry goes up: "How long?" 
And soon the night of weeping 
shall be the morn of song. 



 

 
Yet she on earth has union 
with God, the Three in One, 
and mystic sweet communion 
with those whose rest is won: 
O happy ones and holy! 
Lord, give us grace that we, 
like them, the meek and lowly, 
may live eternally. 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 

O God of life, grant us your forgiveness 
For our careless thoughts, 
For our thoughtless deeds, 
For our empty speech 
And the words with which we wounded. 
 
Silence 
 
O God of life, grant us your forgiveness, 
For our false desires 
For our hateful actions, 
For our wastefulness 
And for all we left untended. 
 
Silence 
 
O loving Christ, 
Scatter the sin from our souls 
As the mist from the hills; 
Begin what we do, 
Inform what we say, 
Redeem who we are. 
 
In you we place our hope, 
Our great hope, our living hope 
This day and evermore. Amen. 
 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
 
God of Compassion, 
Grant your people pardon and peace, 
That their brokenness be healed 
And they may serve you with a quiet mind; 
Amen.  

 



 

 
DOXOLOGY 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise him all creatures here below 
Praise him above ye heavenly hosts 
Praise father, son, and holy ghost 

 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION  
 

Calm us now, O Lord, into a quietness that heals and listens. Open wounded hearts 
to the balm of your Word. Speak to us in clear tones so that we might feel our spirits 
leap for joy and skip with hope as your resurrection witnesses. Amen. 
 

GOSPEL  Matthew 20:1-16 
 

“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning 
to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily 
wage, he sent them into his vineyard. When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw 
others standing idle in the marketplace; and he said to them, ‘You also go into the 
vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went.  
 
When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. And 
about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to 
them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one 
has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’  
 
When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the 
laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the 
first.’ When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual 
daily wage.  
 
Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them 
also received the usual daily wage. And when they received it, they grumbled against 
the landowner, saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them 
equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’  
 
But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree 
with me for the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give 
to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what 
belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ So the last will be first, 
and the first will be last.” 

 
SERMON   The Compassionate Employer                       Rev. Rebecca Kuiken 
 
 
 
 



 

SONG #435   There’s a Wideness In God’s Mercy               TUNE: IN BABILONE 
               

There's a wideness in God's mercy, 
like the wideness of the sea. 
There's a kindness in God's justice, 
which is more than liberty. 
There is no place where earth's sorrows 
are more felt than up in heaven. 
There is no place where earth's failings 
have such kindly judgment given. 
 
For the love of God is broader 
than the measures of the mind. 
And the heart of the Eternal 
is most wonderfully kind. 
If our love were but more faithful, 
we would gladly trust God's Word, 
and our lives reflect thanksgiving 
for the goodness of our Lord. 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
From the Confession of 1967, Presbyterian Church USA, “The New Life in Christ” 

 

The reconciling work of Jesus was the supreme crisis in the life of humankind. 
His cross and resurrection become personal crisis and present hope for women and 
men when the gospel is proclaimed and believed.  
  
In this experience, the Spirit brings God’s forgiveness to all, 
moves people to respond in faith, repentance, and obedience,  
and initiates the new life in Christ. 
 
The new life takes shape in a community  
in which people know that God loves and accepts them 
in spite of and because of what they are.  
They therefore accept themselves and love others,  
knowing that no one has any ground on which to stand,  
except God’s grace.  

 
RESPONSE   Jesus With Thy Church Abide  
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Adapted from a prayer by Rev. Dr. Charlene Han Powell,  
Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church, September 13, 2020  
 
God of all living, we lift up our physical selves.  Our bodies that have been bruised and 
battered by virus and disease, imprisonment and disaster. From COVID-19 to devastating 
wildfires, your children are struggling to breathe, to stay alive. God help us tend to and 
care for those who are suffering, those who are in pain, those who are oppressed. 



 

God of all knowledge, we lift up our mental selves.  Only you know the toll these recent 
months has taken on us all.  Only you know the weight of the fear, depression, anxiety, 
panic, hopelessness, rage and loneliness that bears on each and every one of us.  If our 
bodies are broken, God, then what do we say of our hearts and our minds? Heal us. 
Comfort us. Knit the fragments of our shattered selves back together so that we may be 
whole. 
 
God of all knowing, we lift up our spiritual selves.  We trust and believe in your providence 
and grace.  Yet in the face of so much uncertainty, we can’t help but wonder where you are 
in the midst of it all.  Our souls thirst for your presence and your holy assurance.  In the 
face of doubt, help us remember your faithfulness to us throughout the generations.  
Whether plague or famine, exile or wilderness, in life and in death, help us hold onto the 
truth that you are with us through it all.  Guiding us, challenging us, forgiving us, loving us, 
and in your mercy, hearing our prayers. 
 
We thank you for your presence in our midst, and for your son, Jesus Christ, who lived 
with us, died for us, and taught us how to pray when he said: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
  
SONG  # 475   Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing     TUNE: NETTLETON 

 

BENEDICTION  
Northumbria Community 

 
May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you, 
wherever He may send you. 
May He guide you through the wilderness, 
protect you through the storm. 
 
May He bring you home rejoicing 
at the wonders He has shown you. 
May He bring you home rejoicing 
once again into our doors. 

 
POSTLUDE   Postlude in Classic Style      Gordon Young 
     

 
Thank you to Mona Dowell, Patty Pace, Dave Smith, and Eddie Adams, for providing the 
music and technical support for our worship podcast.   
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PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please Pray for these Members, Relatives and Friends. 
 
Please note these newer prayer concerns: 
 

Jack Van Stavern 
Bob Lindsay’s brother, Mel Lindsay, and sister, Eloise Rohner 

 
We continue to pray for: 
 

Pat Lindsay    Rachel Williams  Sandra Richbourg  
Charolette Brown   Libby Morton  Dick Grassi  
Dan Grassi    Paula Hagler   Aleta Wheeler  
Inez Ruchte     Jeane Nagel   Joe Moody 
Donna Nichols   Larry Watson  Andrew Scharfe 
Nancy Ross 
 

We continue to pray for these family and friends of Saint Giles members: 
 

Sallie Taylor’s sister, Janet 
Jan Morgan’s daughter, Anna 
Betty Fetvedt’s sister, Peggy 
Marti Ranney’s friend Sherrill 
Janet Wherry’s sons David & Stephen, & her sister Ev 
Rachel & Rodney Williams’ daughter, Rene 
Pat & Bob Lindsay’s granddaughter Rebecca, niece Stephanie & family, & niece Eloise 
Chris Zaineddin’s friend Peggy, nieces Colleen, & Sourour Dehnadi, brother Ken, & friend 
Paul Hutter & family 
Dave & Rita Hart’s friend Terry, and neighbors Sarah and Wayne 
Roberta Dibble’s friend Margaret Rothman 
Carmen Rosa, along with Tania Valentine & Maurice Kersey 
Friends of Hess & Hart families, Max & Leatha Carey & family, & Allen Lee & Family 
Kimberly & Chad Craven’s friend & her family 
Kathy & Bob Wolinski’s daughter, Amy 
Cindy Hemminger & family following her 5 year old cousin Hazel’s diagnosis with Leukemia 
Donald and Nancy Ross’ friend Terri McIrvine, and her husband and daughters 
Mary Ellen Jackson’s cousin Betty Turner 
Scott Vollmer’s mother, Lois 
Nathan Whittle’s aunt Pauline and her son 

 
 

*requests in bold have been recently added or are in need of special prayer. 


