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July 15, 2020 
 
Friends,  
 
I am grateful for you. For the ways you have welcomed me as your pastor, invited me 
into your homes and lives, inspired me as a preacher, engaged in meaningful 
conversation about a range of topics, trusted me with your children, treasured the depth 
(and length) of our conversations, challenged me as a leader, pushed me to be a more 
effective administrator, supervisor and colleague, and cared for Mom and me with 
remarkable tenderness and extraordinary grace.  
 
I am grateful for our ministry together. I treasure so many personal interactions, quiet 
conversations, opportunities to listen, learn and love as well as moments of laughter and 
tears as we navigated life’s challenges and joys. I celebrate the many times we have 
worshipped, served our neighbors (in our neighborhood and region, as well as 
nationally and internationally) and shared fellowship. 
 
I am grateful for the tenacity with which we tackled some big projects. This is not a 
complete list; please forgive me if I omit your favorite big project: moving from two 
worship services to one, experiencing the gift of All-Musician Sundays, embracing the 
“new” Form of Government, updating our Operations Manual, launching the podcast, 
adopting and implementing a plan to reduce the size of our Session from 21 to 12 elders, 
and developing our Statement of Core Identify and Strategic Goals.  
 
I am grateful for the times we have agreed with ease. I am grateful for the times we have 
struggled to find consensus - really, I am!  There is so much growth in struggle. I am 
grateful for the times we have disagreed; it is important to experience candid 
disagreement while maintaining the community with love. 
 
I will forever cherish these six years as Pastor of Saint Giles. 
 
Deep peace to you and yours, 
Katherine 
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Celebrating Katherine’s Ministry 
 

We are providing two opportunities to celebrate Katherine’s ministry.  
 
1. A drive-through parade on Sunday, July 26 from 8:30am – 9:30am. This face-to-face 
option will take place in the Youth Center Parking Lot. Folks will be asked to remain in 
their vehicles and expected to wear masks. There will be time for brief conversations 
with Katherine. We have decided on an early-in-the-day time in hopes of cooler weather.  
 
2.  Notes or emails; many of you have already reached out to Katherine - thank you! If 
you wish to reach out to her, she may be reached at katherine@saintgiles.org or via 
USPS: Saint Giles Presbyterian Church, 5101 Oak Park Rd, Raleigh NC 27612 
 

 

 
Called Congregational Meeting 

 
Please Note: 
Session has called a Called Congregational Meeting for Sunday, July 26th at 10am. The 
purpose of the meeting will be to dissolve the pastor’s terms of call. The meeting will 
take place via ZOOM. A link to the ZOOM meeting will be sent as part of the mini-
newsletter the week of July 20th. 

 

 
Church Sanctuary Available for Meditation 

 
Several members of our faith community have inquired about coming to Saint Giles for 
quiet meditation in the Sanctuary.  
 
Beginning Friday July 17th, the Sanctuary will be unlocked and available for 
personal meditation on Mondays (from 11am-2pm), Wednesdays (10am-1pm) and 
Fridays (10am-12pm). If these times do not work for you, please contact Emmie 
(office@saintgiles.org) and we will do our best to accommodate your needs.  
 
Please follow these guidelines which apply to children, youth and adults:  
 

1. Self-monitor for symptoms by taking your temperature before coming to church 
and asking yourself whether you are experiencing new onset of any of the following 
symptoms:  fever, chills, cough, shortness of breath, difficulty breathing, fatigue, 
muscle or body aches, headache, loss of taste or smell, sore throat, congestion or 
runny nose, nausea, vomiting, or diarrhea. 
 

 If you are symptomatic, please remain at home.  

 If you have come into contact with someone with COVID symptoms or 
someone who has tested positive for COVID, please self quarantine; do not 
come to the St Giles campus for 14 days. 
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 If you have been on-campus and become symptomatic, please contact Emmie 
at 919 787 4790.  
 

2. Use hand sanitizer upon entering the sanctuary. Hand sanitizer will be available 
on a table as you enter the sanctuary. 
3. Wear a face mask. Masks will be available by the hand sanitizer for anyone who 
needs a mask.  
4. Bring your own pen or pencil and sign the sign-in sheet upon entering the 
sanctuary. This sign-in process will provide information for contact-tracing in the 
event someone tests positive for COVID-19. 
5. Maintain social distance (6 feet or greater). 
6. Use hand sanitizer before leaving the sanctuary.  

 
The health and safety of our faith community is our TOP priority. These arrangements 
are subject to change.  To learn more about deciding to go out visit the CDC website at 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/deciding-to-go-
out.html.  
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Meals on Wheels - Corona Style 

 
Wake County Meals on Wheels has found a way to continue to deliver meals to their 
clients even during the Coronavirus. Since March clients have been receiving 7 frozen 
meals per week on Tuesdays. There are 275 volunteers and 1400+ clients. This delivery 
system has reduced the chance of transmission and actually increased the number of 
meals each person receives. 
 
Thanks to the generosity of many, clients now receive 7 meals instead of 5. Plus, the 
actual number of clients served has been increased by 302. 
The plan is to return to the pre-virus method of daily delivery when it is safe. St Giles 
volunteers will go back “on the job” at that time. 
 

 
If you need assistance with shopping or other errands, please contact Emmie 
(office@saintgiles.org) or Katherine (katherine@saintgiles.org).  
 
If you are able to offer assistance with shopping or other errands, please contact Emmie 
(office@saintgiles.org) or Katherine (katherine@saintgiles.org). 
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