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We Gather As A Community Of Faith 

  
GATHERING SONG #90      Wait for the Lord                          TAIZE 
    

(Sing or speak these words several times.) 
  

Wait for the Lord, whose day is near,  
Wait for the Lord, be strong take heart. 

   
We Prepare to Worship God 

  
TIME FOR PERSONAL PRAYER AND MEDITATION             Jean Janzen, 1991 

 
The Fourth Sunday in Lent is known as “Mothering Sunday” in England. 

Take time to think about all the people who have “mothered” you. 
 

Mothering God, you gave me birth in the bright morning of this world. 
Creator, source of breath, you are my rain, my wind, my sun. 

 
Mothering Christ, you took my form, offering me your food of light, 

grain of life, and grape of love, your very body for my peace. 
 

Mothering Spirit, nurturing one, in arms of patience hold me closer, 
so that in faith I root and grow until I flower, until I know. 

 

We Approach God in Faith 
  

CALL TO WORSHIP        (Psalm 23: 1 , 3 & 5-6) 

 
 One: The Lord is my shepherd. 
 All: There is nothing I lack. 
 One:  God guides me in proper paths 
  for the sake of God’s good name. 
 All: God bathes my head with oil; 
  my cup is so full it spills over. 
 One: God’s goodness and faithful love 
  will pursue me all the days of my life 
 All: and I will live with God my whole life long.   
  



 
SONG # 802   The King of Love My Shepherd Is                     
  

The King of love my shepherd is, whose goodness faileth never; 
I nothing lack if I am his and he is mine forever. 
 
Where streams of living water flow my ransomed soul he leadeth, 
and where the verdant pastures grow, with food celestial feedeth. 
 
Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, but yet in love he sought me, 
and on his shoulder gently laid, and home, rejoicing, brought me. 
 
In death’s dark vale I fear no ill with thee, dear Lord, beside me; 
thy rod and staff my comfort still, thy cross before to guide me. 
 
Thou spread’st a table in my sight; thy unction grace bestoweth; 
and O what transport of delight from my pure chalice floweth! 
 
And so through all the length of days thy goodness faileth never; 
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise within thy house forever.   
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
  

Loving and seeing God, you see us. 
 
 You see us at our very best and at our very worst. 
 You see us in the public square and behind double-locked doors.  
 And yet, even with such intimate knowledge of us, you love us:  
 you seek us out and long to be in relationship with us.  
 

We are quick to dismiss the goodness of others,  
   jumping to question their motives.  
We are quick to point to the faults of others,  
   rushing to note their inconsistencies.  

 We are quick to avoid the public square  
      by leaving our faith at home.  

We are quick to dodge discomfort  
   by seeking refuge in the vaults of our home. 

  
 Hear our prayers as we consider the discrepancies  
 between the way you see us and way we see others; 
 between the way you love us and the way we love others.   

 
- Time for silent prayer –  

  
  



 
RESPONSIVE WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PASSING THE PEACE 

  
One:  Amazing grace, how sweet the sound -  

 All: Amazing grace saves and restores people like us.  
 One: We were lost: God found me.  
 All:  We were blind: now I see.  
 
 One:  Leaning on God’s grace and confident of God’s faithfulness, 
  we extend and receive the peace of Christ.  
 
  May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
 All: And also with you. 
 

To reduce the risk of sharing illness,  
we are changing our practice of Passing the Peace.  

 
The lay  leader will say  the words:  

"May  the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with y ou."  
The congregation will respond: "And also with y ou."  

Then the congregation will be seated.   
 

 

God’s Word is Read, Heard, & Proclaimed 

 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
Guide us, O God, 
by your Word and Spirit, 
that in your light we may see light, 
in your truth we may find freedom, 
and in your will we may discover peace; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
GOSPEL John 9:1-41 
 
As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, 

“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”  3 Jesus answered, 

“Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might 

be revealed in him. 4 We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night 

is coming when no one can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the 

world.” 6 When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva 

and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7 saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” 

(which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. 8 The 

neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the 

man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, 



but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.”  10 But they kept asking him, 

“Then how were your eyes opened?” 11 He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, 

spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed 

and received my sight.” 12 They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”  

13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14 Now it was a 

sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15 Then the Pharisees also 

began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my 

eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” 16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not 

from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is 

a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. 17 So they said again to the blind 

man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a 

prophet.” 

18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they 

called the parents of the man who had received his sight 19 and asked them, “Is this your 

son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?”  20 His parents answered, 

“We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 21 but we do not know how it 

is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will 

speak for himself.” 22 His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the 

Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be 

put out of the synagogue. 23 Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”  

24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, 

“Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.”  25 He answered, “I do not know 

whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.”  26 They 

said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?”  27 He answered them, 

“I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do 

you also want to become his disciples?” 28 Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his 

disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29 We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as 

for this man, we do not know where he comes from.”  30 The man answered, “Here is an 

astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my 

eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who 

worships him and obeys his will. 32 Never since the world began has it been heard that 

anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he 

could do nothing.” 34 They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you 

trying to teach us?” And they drove him out. 

35 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you 

believe in the Son of Man?” 36 He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may 

believe in him.” 37 Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you 

is he.” 38 He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. 39 Jesus said, “I came into 

this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may 



become blind.” 40 Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we 

are not blind, are we?” 41 Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. 

But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains. 

 
 One: This is the Word of the Lord: 
 All: Thanks be to God. 
  
HOMILY – you can find it here: Named “March 22, 2020 – A Life Altering Experience”  

https://www.saintgiles.org/past-sermons 
 

We Respond in Faith 
  

 
SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 

 For what or whom are you grateful? 
 About what or whom are you concerned? 

  

PRAYERS OF T HE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER             Ch ristine Odell, 1998 

 
‘I was blind to what was going on in the world.  I had shut my eyes to the suffering 
that war and want can bring.  Then I saw, on the television, the huge, pleading eyes of 
a tiny, hungry child.  And my eyes were opened.’ 
 
We pray for those in need…. (silence) 
Light of the world: open our eyes. 
 
‘I was blind to what was going on in my own home.  I hadn’t wanted to notice the 
signs.  I couldn’t believe it of a member of my own family.  Then I read an article in a 
magazine, and the penny dropped.  My eyes were opened.” 
 
We pray for those in trouble…. (silence) 
Light of the world: open our eyes. 
 
‘I was blind to what was going on in a friend’s life.  I had chosen not to see how frail 
and preoccupied he had become.  I was too busy to do anything.  Then he started to 
cry.  And my eyes were opened.’ 
 
We pray for those who are ill, anxious, or sorrowful… (silence) 
Light of the world: open our eyes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.saintgiles.org/past-sermons


‘I was blind to what was going on in my own inner self – to my need for God and the 
life that Christ has to offer.  I saw myself as self-sufficient, successful, having a good 
life.  Then the black days came, and I could see no way out.  Until my eyes were 
opened.’ 
 
We pray for those seeking God in their lives… (silence) 
Light of the world: open our eyes. 
 
God of truth, help us to see things as they really are, in the light of your love for each of 
your children, so that our prayers and our caring may be illumined by you. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
  
 

OFFERING 
 

To reduce the risk of sharing illness, 
we will not pass the offering plates from person to person. 
The ushers will hold the offering plates and come to you. 

Please do not take the plate from the usher. 
Simply place your offering in the plate. 

   
DOXOLOGY                       TU N E: OLD HU N DREDTH 

  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
  Praise Christ, all people here below; 
  Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
  Praise Triune God, whom we adore.  Amen.  
   
PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
  
SONG  Amazing Grace – My Chains Are Gone             
 

Amazing grace 
How sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 
 
'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 



 
 
 
 
My chains are gone 
I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy rains 
Unending love, Amazing grace 
 
The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 
 
My chains are gone 
I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy rains 
Unending love, Amazing grace 
 
My chains are gone 
I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy rains 
Unending love, Amazing grace 
 
The Earth shall soon dissolve like snow 
The sun forbear to shine 
But God, Who called me here below 
Will be forever mine 
Will be forever mine 
You are forever mine 

  

 
 

 
We Depart to Love & Serve God’s Creation 

  
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION   
 
 May God open our eyes -   

to see one another.  
 
 May God open our eyes –  
 to all that blinds us. 
 



 May God open our eyes –  
 to receive one with grace.     
 
 And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
 be with you, and all those you love,  
 and all those who are convinced they are unlovable.  
 
 May we reach out to love.  
 
 Amen.  
  
   
  
 

 

 



Please Pray for these Members, Relatives and Friends 
 
Pat Lindsay, Rachel Williams, Sandra Richbourg,  Charolette Brown, Libby Morton, Dan 
Grassi, Dick Grassi, Paula Hagler, Dave Smith, Carol Pope, Aleta Wheeler, Marie Minani, Inez 
Ruchte, Andrew Scharfe, Peggie Bell, Jeane Nagel 
  

 Sallie Taylor’s sister, Janet  
 Jan Morgan’s daughter, Anna 
 Betty Fetvedt’s sister, Peggy  
 Marti Ranney’s friend Sherrill 
 Teresa Johnson’s cousin, Kaitlyn  
 Charolette Brown’s friend, Jaqueline 
 Janet Wherry’s sons David & Stephen, & her sister Fran  
 Rachel & Rodney Williams’ daughter, Rene 
 Pat & Bob Lindsay’s granddaughter Rebecca, niece Stephanie & family, & friend Ann 

Weber 
 Chris Zaineddin’s friend Peggy, nieces Colleen, &  Sourour Dehnadi, brother Ken, & 

friend Paul Hutter & family  
 Dave & Rita Hart’s friends Max, Terry, neighbor Mary & her family  
 Roberta Dibble’s friend Margaret Rothman  
 Carmen Rosa, along with Tania Valentine & Maurice Kersey  
 Friends of Hess & Hart families, Max & Leatha Carey & family, & Allen Lee & Family  
 Jo Lourens’ father Flip Viviers  
 Kimberly & Chad Craven’s friend & her family  
 Lisa, coworker of Koreen Thomasson, & Lisa’s husband Ed 
 Sara Monazah’s grandmother Zary 
 Carol Pope’s brother, David 
 Kathy & Bob Wolinski’s daughter, Amy 
 John Lavender’s brother Don Allen Lavender, & John & Susie’s niece’s husband Ben 

Cooper  
 Nicole Goolsby’s mother Lyn Rion 
 Joe Moody’s sister Mary Lynn 
 Cindy Hemminger & family following her 5 year old cousin Hazel’s diagnosis with 

Leukemia 
 Donald and Nancy Ross’ friend Terri McIrvine, and her husband and daughters 
 Mary Ellen Jackson’s cousin Betty Turner  
 Frank Boyd, following a second surgery for a detached retina 
 Nancy MacCormac and family following the death of Earl MacCormac 
 Dave Hart, and the friends and family of Dave’s friend Gerhard, following his death 
 The Tatum-Carter family, following the death of their friend Matthew 
 Chris Maxwell’s sister Cecile 

  
 *requests in bold have been recently added or are in need of special prayer. 

  

 


