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PRELUDE   Amazing Grace             
 
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS/SILENCE 
 
GATHERING SONG  Wait for the Lord 
 

Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. 
Wait for the Lord; be strong; take heart! 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP      
 

One:  Come to the Lord, who is rich in grace;  
Many: approach our God, who is full of mercy.  
One:  We will praise God with all our heart  
All:  and glorify the name of the Most High forever. 

 
HYMN  #14  For the Beauty of the Earth 
    verses 1, 4, & 5 
 

For the beauty of the earth, 
for the glory of the skies, 
for the love which from our birth 
over and around us lies: 
 
Refrain: 
Lord of all, to thee we raise 
this our hymn of grateful praise. 
 
For the joy of human love, 
brother, sister, parent, child, 
friends on earth, and friends above, 
for all gentle thoughts and mild: (Refrain) 
 
For thyself, best gift divine 
to the world so freely given; 
for that great, great love of thine, 
peace on earth and joy in heaven: (Refrain) 
 

SCRIPTURE      Psalm 19:1-10 
 

The heavens are telling the glory of God; 
    and the firmament proclaims his handiwork. 
Day to day pours forth speech, 
    and night to night declares knowledge. 
There is no speech, nor are there words; 
    their voice is not heard; 
yet their voice goes out through all the earth, 
    and their words to the end of the world. 
 



 
In the heavens he has set a tent for the sun, 
which comes out like a bridegroom from his wedding canopy, 
    and like a strong man runs its course with joy. 
Its rising is from the end of the heavens, 
    and its circuit to the end of them; 
    and nothing is hid from its heat. 
 
The law of the Lord is perfect, 
    reviving the soul; 
the decrees of the Lord are sure, 
    making wise the simple; 
the precepts of the Lord are right, 
    rejoicing the heart; 
the commandment of the Lord is clear, 
    enlightening the eyes; 
the fear of the Lord is pure, 
    enduring forever; 
the ordinances of the Lord are true 
    and righteous altogether. 
More to be desired are they than gold, 
    even much fine gold; 
sweeter also than honey, 
    and drippings of the honeycomb. 
 

 One: The word of the Lord.  
 All: Thanks be to God. 

 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
 

The Psalmist said, “Search me, O God, and know my heart; try me and know my 
thoughts. See if there is any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.” 
Let us confess our sins to almighty God. 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 
Lord, in your mercy hear our prayer. We confess that it is still all too 
easy for us to sacrifice our convictions for convenience, your standards 
for status, your principles for promotion, your absolutes for our 
ambition, our souls for shallow and unsatisfying success.  
How easily we are seduced by power, prestige, pleasure, or 
possessions— seduced into violating our integrity or harming our 
fellowship with you. From earth’s fullest bliss we turn to you again, 
unfulfilled. Forgive us our half-hearted devotion and our double-
minded spirit. In the name of Jesus who refused to save himself we 
pray. Amen. 

 
 
 
 



 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 

One: While it is true that we have sinned, it is a greater truth that we are forgiven 
through God’s love in Jesus Christ. To all who humbly seek the mercy of God 
I say, in Jesus Christ your sin is forgiven.  

All: Thanks be to God. 
 
TIME WITH CHILDREN 
 
GOSPEL  Mark 8:27-38 
 

Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way 
he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” And they answered him, 
“John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” He 
asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the 
Messiah.”  And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him. 
 
Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and 
be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after 
three days rise again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and 
began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and 
said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but 
on human things.” 
 
He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my 
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For 
those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my 
sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them to gain 
the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their 
life? Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful 
generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the 
glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 

  
One: The word of the Lord.  

 All: Thanks be to God. 
 

MESSAGE   Discerning God’s Will: Listen               Rev. Lance Perry 

 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH    
 

In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we 
trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we 
worship and serve. We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father. In 
sovereign love God created the world good and makes everyone equally 
in God’s image male and female, of every race and people, to live as one 
community. But we rebel against God; we hide from our Creator.  
 
 



 
Ignoring God’s commandments, we violate the image of God in others 
and ourselves, accept lies as truth, exploit neighbor and nature, and 
threaten death to the planet entrusted to our care. We deserve God’s 
condemnation. 
 
Yet God acts with justice and mercy to redeem creation. In everlasting 
love, the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people to bless all 
families of the earth. Hearing their cry, God delivered the children of 
Israel from the house of bondage. Loving us still, God makes us heirs 
with Christ of the covenant. Like a mother who will not forsake her 
nursing child, like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home, God 
is faithful still. With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that 
nothing in life or in death can separate us from the love of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Spirit. Amen 
           - adapted Brief Statement of Faith PC(USA) 

 
HYMN # 503 Lord We Have Come at Your Own Invitation 
 

Lord, we have come at your own invitation, 
chosen by you, to be counted your friends; 
yours is the strength that sustains dedication; 
ours, a commitment we know never ends. 
 
Here, at your table, confirm our intention; 
give it your seal of forgiveness and grace; 
teach us to serve without pride or pretension, 
Lord, in your kingdom, whatever our place. 
 
When, at your table, each time of returning, 
vows are renewed and our courage restored, 
may we increasingly glory in learning 
all that it means to accept you as Lord. 

 
INVITATION TO THE TABLE 

 
Whether at home or in an apartment, in a dorm room or a socially distanced 
gathering, all are invited to this feast. This is the Table of our God, it is not the 
church’s table, nor the minister’s. It is the table which reminds us that in the 
uncertainty of our lives, God’s grace has never departed. It is the table where we are 
fed by the justice, the hope, and the life which flows from the heart of Jesus. It is the 
Table where every single child of God is welcome, for in the bread and cup, the 
Spirit fills us with peace and community, even though we be may be apart from one 
another. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

One:  The Lord be with you.  
All:  And also with you.  



One:  Lift up your hearts.  
All:  We lift them up to the Lord.  
One:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
All:  It is right to give our thanks and praise….  
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 
SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 
 
CLOSING SONG # 816 If Thou But Trust in God to Guide Thee 
 

If thou but trust in God to guide thee, 
with hopeful heart through all thy ways, 
God will give strength, whate'er betide thee, 
to bear thee through the evil days. 
Who trusts in God's unchanging love 
builds on the rock that nought can move. 
 
Only be still, and wait God's leisure 
in cheerful hope, with heart content 
to take whate'er thy Keeper's pleasure 
and all-discerning love hath sent. 
No doubt our inmost wants are clear 
to One who holds us always dear. 
 
Sing, pray, and swerve not from God's ways, 
but do thine own part faithfully. 
Trust the rich promises of grace; 
so shall they be fulfilled in thee. 
God never yet forsook at need 
the soul secured by trust indeed. 

 
BENEDICTION 
 

One: We go now with God, on our journey through Lent. 
Many: We will discover the new name given to each one we   
 meet. 
One: We go now with Jesus, walking wherever he leads. 
Many: We will put all our fears, as well as our longings,    
 behind us. 
One: We go now with the Spirit, who is always full of surprises. 
All: We will share the good news called Jesus with everyone. 

 



POSTLUDE  Leaning on the Everlasting Arms       
    
 
 

 
Thank you to Pat Lindsay for serving as our liturgist, and to Bob Lindsay, David Smith, 
Mona Dowell, Patty Pace, and Eddie Adams for providing the music and technical support 
for our worship video.   
 

 
This week’s announcements: 
  

 

Youth Bike Ride 
 
Join us March 7th at 2pm for a bike ride on the Oak Park Greenway.   
These usually last about 2 hours and will include a time to reflect on God and the world 
around us. Masks and helmets are required. It is recommended that you bring a water 
bottle and a small snack.  
Please make sure to have your Parental Consent and Release of Liability Forms (available 
here) filled out and turned into James.  
Get on the day of text list for last minute changes by texting @STGBIKE to 81010.  
If you would like to help chaperone this event or have any questions, please contact James 
Brown our Youth Program Director at jamesbrown@saintgiles.org.  
  

 

Saint Giles Book Group Meeting 
  
The St. Giles Book Group will meet by zoom on Tuesday, March 16 at 12:30pm to discuss 
The Night Watchman by Louise Erdrich.  Contact Jean Smith if you wish to join, and you 
will be provided the Zoom link.   
  

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ORN3h1WfKqzWlG3r_PytUR0_Md449RGC/view?usp=sharingC:/Users/St%20Giles%20Worship/Documents/Bluetooth%20Exchange%20Folder
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ORN3h1WfKqzWlG3r_PytUR0_Md449RGC/view?usp=sharingC:/Users/St%20Giles%20Worship/Documents/Bluetooth%20Exchange%20Folder


 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please Pray for these Members, Relatives and Friends. 
 
Please note these newer prayer concerns: 
 

Bob Lindsay’s brother, Mel Lindsay, and sister, Eloise Rohner 
 
We continue to pray for: 
 

Pat Lindsay    Rachel Williams  Sandra Richbourg  
Charolette Brown   Libby Morton  Dick Grassi  
Dan Grassi    Paula Hagler   Aleta Wheeler  
Inez Ruchte     Jeane Nagel   Joe Moody 
Donna Nichols   Larry Watson  Andrew Scharfe 
Nancy Ross    Jack Van Stavern 
 

We continue to pray for these family and friends of Saint Giles members: 
 

Sallie Taylor’s sister, Janet 
Jan Morgan’s daughter, Anna 
Betty Fetvedt’s sister, Peggy 
Marti Ranney’s friend Sherrill 
Janet Wherry’s sons David & Stephen, & her sister Ev 
Rachel & Rodney Williams’ daughter, Rene 
Pat & Bob Lindsay’s granddaughter Rebecca, niece Stephanie & family, & niece Eloise 
Chris Zaineddin’s friend Peggy, nieces Colleen, & Sourour Dehnadi, brother Ken, & friend 
Paul Hutter & family 
Dave & Rita Hart’s friend Terry, and neighbors Sarah and Wayne 
Roberta Dibble’s friend Margaret Rothman 
Carmen Rosa, along with Tania Valentine & Maurice Kersey 
Friends of Hess & Hart families, Max & Leatha Carey & family, & Allen Lee & Family 
Kimberly & Chad Craven’s friend & her family 
Kathy & Bob Wolinski’s daughter, Amy 
Cindy Hemminger & family following her 5 year old cousin Hazel’s diagnosis with Leukemia 
Donald and Nancy Ross’ friend Terri McIrvine, and her husband and daughters 
Mary Ellen Jackson’s cousin Betty Turner 
Scott Vollmer’s mother, Lois 
Nathan Whittle’s aunt Pauline and her son 

 
 

*requests in bold have been recently added or are in need of special prayer. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please Pray for these Members, Relatives and Friends. 
 
Please note these newer prayer concerns: 
 

Prayers for the family and friends of the Rev. Mickey Efrid.  Rev. Efrid died at the age of 88 
on February 17th.   
 

We continue to pray for: 
 

Pat Lindsay    Rachel Williams  Sandra Richbourg  
Charolette Brown   Libby Morton  Dick Grassi  
Dan Grassi    Aleta Wheeler  Barbara Settlemyre  
Inez Ruchte     Jeane Nagel   Joe Moody 
Donna Nichols   Andrew Scharfe  Dave Smith 
Iris Morris    Chuck Nevitt   Mac McRackan 
   
  

We continue to pray for these family and friends of Saint Giles members: 
 

Sallie Taylor’s sister, Janet 
Jan Morgan’s daughter, Anna 
Betty Fetvedt’s sister, Peggy 
Marti Ranney’s friend Sherrill 
Janet Wherry’s sons David & Stephen, & her sister Ev 
Rachel & Rodney Williams’ daughter, Rene 
Pat & Bob Lindsay’s granddaughter Rebecca, niece Stephanie & family, sister Eloise Rohner,  

& niece Eloise Lindsay 
Chris Zaineddin’s friend Peggy, nieces Colleen, & Sourour Dehnadi, brother Ken, & friend 

Paul Hutter & family 
Dave & Rita Hart’s friend Terry, and neighbors Sarah and Wayne 
Roberta Dibble’s friend Margaret Rothman 
Carmen Rosa, along with Tania Valentine & Maurice Kersey 
Friends of Hess & Hart families, Max & Leatha Carey & family, & Allen Lee & Family 
Kimberly & Chad Craven’s friend & her family 
Cindy Hemminger & family following her 5 year old cousin Hazel’s diagnosis with Leukemia 
Donald and Nancy Ross’ friend Terri McIrvine, and her husband and daughters 
Mary Ellen Jackson’s cousin Betty Turner 
Scott Vollmer’s mother, Lois 
Nathan Whittle’s aunt Pauline and her son 
Carol Pope's sister, Kathy; brother, David; sister-in-law, Kacy 
Joel, nephew to Jean and Dave Smith, recovering from back surgery 
 

 
 

*requests in bold have been recently added or are in need of special prayer. 


