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Upcoming Events At-A-Glance 
Wednesday, October 21:  
7pm   Theology for Liberal Presbyterians  
 
Sunday, October 25: 
9:30am Adult Sunday School Zoom Class 
2pm  Pumpkin Day Event 
 
Monday, October 26 
7pm  Zoom Youth Ministry Meeting 
 
Sunday, November 1 
10:30am Zoom Coffee Hour 
 
Tuesday, November 3 
All day Election Day—Youth Center Polling Place 
 
Sunday, November 8 
9:30am Adult Sunday School Zoom class 

Where have you seen God in 
the pandemic? 
 
The world may look different right now, 
but God is still working!   
 
Where have you seen God? 
 
Let us know by sending us a photo, a 
sentence, or a word that we can use on 
our facebook page or in worship.   
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Message from Rebecca 
 
“Will you still need me, will you still feed me, when I'm sixty-four?” 
 
I loved this Beatles’ song until I turned 64 in August. It was 
definitely more fun to sing when I was 34 and 64 was a  
distant territory like Siberia or the Sahara Desert. It took me 
a while to discover that I’d crossed the threshold. Becoming 
a grandmother gave me a clue. But so did my doctor telling 
me bad news with the words “as we grow older.” I began 
saying I wouldn’t return for a physical if he/she couldn’t say 
anything nice.  
 
Recently, I found a book that is helpful as a beginners’ guide 
to aging. It is called “The Gift of Years: Growing Older 
Gracefully” by Joan Chittister. Joan Chittister is one of my 
favorite nuns. She has been a passionate advocate on behalf 
of peace, human rights, women’s issues, and church  
renewal. She also has a lively spiritual wit and wisdom. So I 
trust her spiritual direction when it comes to getting old. 
And I hope to grow older like she has! 
 
People often joke with me – in hospital visits and  
pastoral calls – that “aging isn’t for sissies”.  Lately my knees 
have been reminding me that I am not exempt.  With the 
pandemic, many older people struggle to remain engaged 
with life and to not get too isolated. At St. Giles, I worry  
particularly about the 25-plus church members who have no access to a computer. They can’t watch 
the videos for worship or come to a Zoom coffee hour.  How do we keep a living connection?  
 
Maybe the greatest spiritual task of aging is to push back against a culture that prizes youth and 
would render older people invisible. I see grace-filled aging as an act of resistance and cherish the 
people who are modeling it for me. You too may well be one of those mentors for younger people (in 
their 50s and 60s!) among your family and friends. 
 
As the pandemic continues, our common ministry may be to mourn all that has been and may no 
longer be. It will be a long while till we can give hugs to friends and grandchildren. It will be a long 
while till we can see each other face-to-face in worship. Protecting oneself from COVID means 
masks, and distance and careful calculations about going out into the world.  
 
The ministry at St. Giles has begun inventive ways to find and support one another. It is through  
on-line worship and zoom coffee hours and hikes. It is through writing notes and having meetings 
on porches and backyards. It is through congregational care people that pay attention to their folks. 
 
It is not enough. There is a gap between what we are doing and what we wish for. But the best thing 
about old people is that they’ve been through a lot of challenges in their life. They can, when pressed, 
show us the way to keep our spirits going and are vision long. They’ve done it before and can do it 
again. May we all learn the gifts in growing old. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Rebecca               Photo by Cristian Newman on Unsplash  



Adult Sunday School This Week 
 
We are meeting at 9:30am this Sunday.  Contact the office or Phill Stiles for the zoom link! 
This week’s TEDTalk: Dear Facebook, this is how you're breaking democracy, by Yaël Eisenstat. 
https://www.ted.com/talks/
yael_eisenstat_dear_facebook_this_is_how_you_re_breaking_democracy 
Remember to watch before meeting on Sunday!   

Pumpkin Day! 
 

Deadline to sign up is this Thursday, October 22nd! 
  
Join us this Sunday, October 25th at 2pm in the Fellowship Hall and on the 
FH porch!  
 
Masks and sanitizer will be provided for those who need it, and set up is  
socially distant! 
We will begin our 2020 Thankful Pumpkins, a new tradition to teach  
children and remind ourselves to be thankful.  
 
After the event, every night for the month of November, add a few items to your Thankful  
Pumpkin!  When Thanksgiving rolls around, you'll have a beautiful Thanksgiving decoration! 
  
We'll provide the pumpkins and sharpies. If you want to come, please reply to this email to let us 
know if you can join us!  Deadline for sign-ups is Thursday so that we can make sure we have enough 
pumpkins for everyone. 

Stewardship 
 

Our Stewardship season will take place during the month of November with Dedication Sunday  
being November 22, the Sunday before Thanksgiving. Estimate of Giving packets will be mailed out 
next week. 
 

The theme this year is: “Staying Happy, Healthy, and Grow.”  
 

That is a tough theme in these pandemic times, but hope, faith, and love endure at Saint Giles. The 
spark of insight for this theme comes from a recent TED Talk reviewed at the Zoom Adult Sunday 
School started by Phil Stiles and Tim Hoyt. That TED Talk was: Helping others makes us happier — 
but it matters how we do it.  
 

I encourage you to view this TED talk. The take-away I had from this talk was the effect that  
connection-to-people had on happiness. You will boost your feeling of well-being by connecting with 
people of hope, faith, and love; or connecting with the downtrodden and instilling hope, faith, and 
love in them. 
 

These pandemic times are indeed troubling, but, be thinking about this as we enter stewardship  
season. What can Saint Giles do to improve your connection to our community of faithful people? 
 

With Prayer,  
 

John Tracy, Finance Ministry. 
 

You can view the TEDTalk here:  
https://www.ted.com/talks/elizabeth_dunn_helping_others_makes_us_happier_but_it_matters_how_we_do_it 



Update from the Interim Pastoral Nominating Committee 
The Interim Pastoral Nominating Committee (Carol Pope, Chris Maxwell, Mick Wilber) has  
reviewed over twenty Pastor Information Forms provided through the Presbytery as well as  
self-referred from interested persons.  We will be interviewing 3-4 candidates in the coming days; 
that process will be followed by reference checking.  When the Committee has reached consensus 
regarding a call to an Interim Pastor, we will forward that information to the Session for further  
consideration and approval.  We continue to ask for your patience and prayers as we move through 
this process carefully and diligently with God's grace.  Thank you. 

IMPORTANCE OF GIVING DURING COVID-19 
 
During these challenging times, we want you to know that Saint Giles is continuing to support our 
many benevolences through your giving. Examples of annual monies that are being sent to the  
following organizations or individuals during 2020 are: 
 
 POWER BILLS FOR RALEIGH GARDENS INDIVIDUALS  $2,200 
 FOOD LION COUPONS FOR NEEDY Families   $3,300 
 PRESBYTERY, SYNOD, ETC.      $20,000 
OTHERS: 
 HABITAT FOR HUMANITY      $2,000 
 CAMPUS MINISTRY       $3,400 
 TRIANGLE PASTORAL COUNSELING     $500 
 URBAN MINISTRY CENTER      $3,500 
 DISCRETIONARY ASSISTANCE      $3,000 
 RISE AGAINST HUNGER       $1,000 
 STEP-UP MINISTRY       $2,000 
 
As you can see, it is important that we receive your donations in order to continue this very 
important support of these organizations. Through September 30, 2020, several members have 
fallen behind in their payments. If you find that your estimates of giving are behind, you can mail a 
check to the office, or, you can call Dave Gospodarek at 919-880-5618 and make a credit card 
payment to bring your giving up to date. Thank you for your support during these unusual times. 
 
Thank you, 
The Stewardship and Finance Committee 

Zoom Coffee Hour 

 

Join us for a virtual coffee hour the first Sunday of every month 
at 10:30am!   
 

We’re meeting online on Sunday, November 1st.  You provide 
your own coffee, we'll provide the opportunity to chat and  

connect with your Saint Giles community.  Jennifer Gospodarek 
will admit people from the "Waiting Room", so please sign on 
with a name that will be recognized.  

 

Zoom Link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82074270116?pwd=b1hpNjBUK2FReHlCL1pOSFZuL2I5dz09 
 
Meeting ID: 820 7427 0116 
Passcode: 655358  


