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We have one podcast this week. The Extended Worship podcast, which begins here, 
continues through most of the worship service, to the Charge & Benediction. Podcast: 
https://www.buzzsprout.com/1260758/5603581 

 

PRELUDE                   Be Thou My Vision     arr. Charles Callahan 
 
GREETING  
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
Psalm 57:7, 9-11 

 

My heart, O God, is steadfast, my heart is steadfast;  
I will sing and make music. 
I will praise you, LORD, among the nations;  
I will sing of you among the peoples.  
For great is your love, reaching to the heavens;  
your faithfulness reaches to the skies.  
Be exalted, O God, above the heavens;  
let your glory be over all the earth. 

 

HYMN #366   Love Divine, All Loves Excelling                  
 

Love divine, all loves excelling, 
Joy of heaven, to earth come down, 
fix in us thy humble dwelling; 
all thy faithful mercies crown. 
Jesus, thou art all compassion; 
pure, unbounded love thou art; 
visit us with thy salvation; 
enter every trembling heart. 
 
Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit 
into every troubled breast; 
let us all in thee inherit; 
let us find the promised rest. 
Take away the love of sinning; 
Alpha and Omega be; 
end of faith, as its beginning, 
set our hearts at liberty. 
 
Come, Almighty, to deliver; 
let us all thy life receive; 
suddenly return, and never, 
nevermore thy temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing, 
serve thee as thy hosts above, 
pray, and praise thee without ceasing, 
glory in thy perfect love. 

https://www.buzzsprout.com/1260758/5603581


 

 
 
 
Finish then thy new creation; 
pure and spotless let us be; 
let us see thy great salvation 
perfectly restored in thee: 
changed from glory into glory, 
till in heaven we take our place, 
till we cast our crowns before thee, 
lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 

Unclutter our lives, Lord 
we have too much, 
consume too much, 
expect too much. 
 
Grant us perspective; 
to see this world 
through others’ eyes 
than just our own. 
 
Grant us compassion; 
where there is need 
to play our part 
not turn aside. 
 
Grant us gratitude 
for what we have, 
our daily bread 
the gift of life. 
 
Unclutter our lives, Lord, 
give us space, 
simplicity 
and thankful hearts. Amen. 
 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
 
Friends, hear this Good News: the love of God is beyond measure, and you are 
included in that love. Know that you are forgiven and freed to love and serve. Amen. 

 
 
 
 



 

DOXOLOGY 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise him all creatures here below 
Praise him above ye heavenly hosts 
Praise father, son, and holy ghost 

 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION  
 

Prepare our hearts, O God, to accept you Word. Silence in us any voices but your 
own, so that we may hear your Word and also do it; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

GOSPEL  Matthew 21:23-32 
 
When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as 
he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave 
you this authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the 
answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of 
John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If 
we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, 
‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” So they 
answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what 
authority I am doing these things. 
 

The Parable of the Two Sons 
 
“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work 
in the vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. 
The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did 
not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to 
them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of 
God ahead of you. For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not 
believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw 
it, you did not change your minds and believe him. 
 
SERMON                              Rev. Rebecca Kuiken 
 

SONG #450   Be Thou My Vision                 
               

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
naught be all else to me, save that thou art; 
thou my best thought, by day or by night, 
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 
 
 
 



 

Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true Word; 
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord; 
thou my soul’s shelter, and thou my high tower; 
raise thou me heavenward, O Power of my power. 
 
Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise; 
thou, mine inheritance, now and always; 
thou and thou only, first in my heart, 
High King of Heaven, my treasure thou art. 
 
High King of Heaven, my victory won, 
may I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s Sun! 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
*adapted from a prayer by Rev. Kate Dunn, Fifth Avenue Presbyterian (9/20/20) 

 
God of loving kindness, patient, merciful, 
abounding in steadfast love, 
you claim us as your own and call us your children. 
Be our guide by day and night, God. 
Put within our hearts the desire to follow you.  
 
Knowing you are present in all places of suffering, 
we lift up our western states beset by wildfires. 
Grant stamina to fire fighters and first responders, 
safety to all who breathe smoke-filled air, 
hope to those who have lost their homes, 
and healing for the scorched earth. 
 
We lift up our southern states, battered by hurricanes and flooding, 
and pray for resilience and relief to all affected. 
God, we pray for the health of our planet, 
reeling from the devastating effects of a changing climate. 
Grant us wisdom and courage to take action to heal the land, 
for the wellbeing of all who live today, 
and our children and their children, 
and the creatures with whom we share our earthly home. 
 
God, we pray for all afflicted by the Coronavirus. 
We pray for the nearly 200,000 families 
mourning the loss of a loved one. 
We pray for those who are sick, 
for essential workers and medical professionals, 
for all who suffer because of economic fallout and lost jobs, 
especially those who know hunger and homelessness. 



 

 
Be with our families and children and schools, 
seeking to navigate this difficult fall. 
God, there is more than enough hate and cruelty in the world. 
 
Fan the flames of kindness in our souls. 
May our mouths withhold hurtful words 
and be generous in expressions of love and compassion. 
 
Grant us, the conviction and trust to serve and follow you. 
 
We pray in the name of your son, our Lord, 
who taught us to pray saying: 

 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
  
SONG  # 475   Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing     TUNE: NETTLETON 

 

BENEDICTION  
 
The Lord bless you and keep you; 
The Lord make his face to shine upon you 
And be gracious to you; 
The Lord lift up his countenance upon you 
And give you peace. 

 
POSTLUDE    
     

 
Thank you to Mona Dowell, Patty Pace, Dave Smith, and Eddie Adams, for providing the 
music and technical support for our worship podcast.   
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PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please Pray for these Members, Relatives and Friends. 
 
Please note these newer prayer concerns: 
 

Bob Lindsay’s brother, Mel Lindsay, and sister, Eloise Rohner 
 
We continue to pray for: 
 

Pat Lindsay    Rachel Williams  Sandra Richbourg  
Charolette Brown   Libby Morton  Dick Grassi  
Dan Grassi    Paula Hagler   Aleta Wheeler  
Inez Ruchte     Jeane Nagel   Joe Moody 
Donna Nichols   Larry Watson  Andrew Scharfe 
Nancy Ross    Jack Van Stavern 
 

We continue to pray for these family and friends of Saint Giles members: 
 

Sallie Taylor’s sister, Janet 
Jan Morgan’s daughter, Anna 
Betty Fetvedt’s sister, Peggy 
Marti Ranney’s friend Sherrill 
Janet Wherry’s sons David & Stephen, & her sister Ev 
Rachel & Rodney Williams’ daughter, Rene 
Pat & Bob Lindsay’s granddaughter Rebecca, niece Stephanie & family, & niece Eloise 
Chris Zaineddin’s friend Peggy, nieces Colleen, & Sourour Dehnadi, brother Ken, & friend 
Paul Hutter & family 
Dave & Rita Hart’s friend Terry, and neighbors Sarah and Wayne 
Roberta Dibble’s friend Margaret Rothman 
Carmen Rosa, along with Tania Valentine & Maurice Kersey 
Friends of Hess & Hart families, Max & Leatha Carey & family, & Allen Lee & Family 
Kimberly & Chad Craven’s friend & her family 
Kathy & Bob Wolinski’s daughter, Amy 
Cindy Hemminger & family following her 5 year old cousin Hazel’s diagnosis with Leukemia 
Donald and Nancy Ross’ friend Terri McIrvine, and her husband and daughters 
Mary Ellen Jackson’s cousin Betty Turner 
Scott Vollmer’s mother, Lois 
Nathan Whittle’s aunt Pauline and her son 

 
 

*requests in bold have been recently added or are in need of special prayer. 


