
Saint Giles Presbyterian Church 
5101 Oak Park Road 
Raleigh, NC 27612 

(919) 787-4790 
office@saintgiles.org  

  
July 22, 2020 
 
Friends,  
 
What do I know about YOU - the community of faith at Saint Giles?  
 

You, my friends, have experience. You have wisdom. You have insight. You have 
knowledge. You know your strengths. You are aware of the challenges. You know 
who you are - personally (as individuals), relationally (as a community of faith) and 
statistically. 
 
You have known this community of faith for anywhere between less than a year to 
fifty-six years. You sensed God’s call to Saint Giles and you experienced something 
that led you to make Saint Giles your church home. 
 
Your faith is palpable. AND - and this is HUGE - your faith is always being 
strengthened because of your commitment to think, to wonder, to ask, to learn and 
to grow. You acknowledge God is greater than we comprehend, and - AND this is 
HUGE - your commitment to nurturing an ever-deepening relationship with God is 
a testimony to your humility, your courage and your longing for God.   
 
These things unite and create the capacity for candid conversation. You - all of you - 
can explore opportunities. You - all of you - can discuss options. You - all of you - 
can prayerfully consider the next step in the life of Saint Giles.  

 
My hope and prayer is that you - all of you - will claim this capacity and that you - all of 
you - will devote time to the important work of authentic discernment and frank 
conversation about the way forward. We have done some of this - actually quite a bit of 
this - in these six years, and there is more to do particularly around the distinction 
between hopes & longings and the daily work of implementation. 
 
And what do I know about God? God provides for us far beyond your expectation and 
your imagination. God gives us “strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow.” i   
God loves us: no matter where, no matter when, no matter what.  
 
Much love and abiding peace to you and yours, 
Katherine  
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Farewell to Katherine 
 

Katherine will be stepping down from the staff team at the end of the month. We are 
providing multiple opportunities to celebrate Katherine’s ministry.  
 

 We will take time on July 26 to honor her in a parking lot parade from 8:30am 
– 9:30am. This face-to-face option will take place in the Youth Center Parking 
Lot. Folks will be asked to remain in their vehicles and expected to wear masks. 
There will be time for brief conversations with Katherine. We have decided on an 
early-in-the-day time in hopes of cooler weather.   

 

 The congregation is warmly invited to contribute to a Love Offering for 
Katherine, in recognition of her longtime ministry with Saint Giles. Contributions 
to the love offering can be mailed to St. Giles Presbyterian Church at 5101 Oak 
Park Road, Raleigh, NC  27612 or placed in a box in the parking lot marked for 
that purpose during the parade.  Please mark envelopes or checks with 
"Katherine - Love Offering”. 

 

 Notes or emails; many of you have already reached out to Katherine - thank 
you! If you wish to reach out to her, she may be reached at 
katherine@saintgiles.org or via USPS: Saint Giles Presbyterian Church, 5101 Oak 
Park Rd, Raleigh NC 27612 

 
 

 
Called Congregational Meeting – THIS SUNDAY 

 
Please Note: 
 
Session has called a Called Congregational Meeting for this Sunday, July 26th at 
10am. The purpose of the meeting will be to dissolve the pastor’s terms of call. The 
meeting will take place via ZOOM.  
 
Here are the details for the ZOOM meeting: 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85920156796?pwd=S21FcnN0eXhjUzhxcnNBZHNkKzAwZ
z09 
 
Meeting ID: 859 2015 6796 
Password: 513373 
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Next Steps 
 
The Session of Saint Giles has been very busy working with folks from New Hope 
Presbytery to identify and implement the first few steps in the future of Saint Giles. We 
are meeting with the Rev. Ted Churn (the Executive Presbyter of New Hope Presbytery) 
and Elder Toni Parker (Saint Giles’ Liaison to the Presbytery’s Commission on 
Ministry). We - and many of you - have interacted with Ted. He has preached at Saint 
Giles several times including at our last in-person corporate worship service on March 
8, 2020. We - and some of you - have interacted with Toni. She met with Session a little 
over a year ago as part of the Commission on Ministry’s (COM’s) annual consultation 
with Sessions.  
 
Ted and Toni have outlined our next couple of steps and will walk alongside us 
throughout this time of transition. Here is what you can expect: 
 

1. At the July 20 Stated Session Meeting, Session elected an Interim Pastor 
Nominating Committee (IPNC). The IPNC is ordinarily a small committee (3-5 
people) of elders. Our IPNC is: Chris Maxwell, Carol Pope, and Mick Wilber. 
 

2. The IPNC will meet with some “Bridge-Interim” candidates. A Bridge-Interim 
pastor is a short-term position. The Bridge-Interim pastor may be full-time or 
part-time. The primary responsibilities of a Bridge-Interim is to keep things 
moving. This means leading worship, providing pastoral care, moderating 
Session and other essential ministry until an Interim Pastor is hired.  
 
The IPNC will make a recommendation to Session, who is authorized to hire a 
Bridge-Interim. To be clear: this is a quick hire intended to provide stability 
following the departure of a pastor. These are typically several pastors who are 
in-town, available and willing to serve as Bridge-Interim pastors. 
 

3. After a “Bridge-Interim” pastor is hired, the IPNC will write a Ministry 
Information Form (MIF) which will be approved by Session, Ted Churn and one 
of the co-moderators from the COM. With an approved MIF in-place, the IPNC 
will interview potential Interim Pastors. Note: the Bridge-Interim pastor can be a 
candidate for the Interim Pastor. 

 
Toni Parker encouraged us by indicating that our Statement of Core Identity and 
Strategic Goals will be a HUGE help as the IPNC writes our MIF. Thanks be to 
God!   

 
4. When the IPNC has completed interviewing potential Interim Pastors, they will 

bring a recommendation to Session, who is authorized to hire an Interim Pastor.  
 
 
 



What can you do?  
 

 Pray for our Session. 

 Pray for our IPNC. 

 Stay informed: read the weekly mini-newsletter and all communications from 
Saint Giles. 

 Offer your gifts: with what tasks can you help? Could you assist with “snail-mail” 
mailings, either preparing envelopes or folding/stuffing materials? Could you 
proofread bulletins or mailings? Could you help with small projects on the church 
campus (something on-your-own or with your immediate family)? Could you 
encourage our staff-team? Could you send cards to our elders? Could you help 
with congregational care? Could you step-up and lead a ministry team so our 
elders can focus on transition? These are just ideas….the question is: what gift 
can you offer? 

 
Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on us. 
Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on us. 

Melt us, mold us, fill us, use us. 
Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on us.ii 

 
May God be with us. 
May God guide our steps. 
May God shape our decisions. 
And may we be open to God.  
  

 
Church Sanctuary Available for Meditation 

 
Several members of our faith 
community have inquired about 
coming to Saint Giles for quiet 
meditation in the Sanctuary.  
 
Beginning Monday July 13th, the 
Sanctuary will be unlocked and 
available for personal meditation on 
Mondays (from 11am-2pm), 
Wednesdays (10am-1pm) and Fridays 
(10am-12pm). If these times do not 
work for you, please contact Emmie 
(office@saintgiles.org) and we will do 
our best to accommodate your needs.  

 
Please follow these guidelines:  
 

1. Self-monitor for symptoms by taking your temperature before coming to church 
and asking yourself whether you are experiencing new onset of any of the 



following symptoms:  fever, chills, cough, shortness of breath, difficulty 
breathing, fatigue, muscle or body aches, headache, loss of taste or smell, sore 
throat, congestion or runny nose, nausea, vomiting, or diarrhea. 

a. If you are symptomatic, please remain at home.  
b. If you have been on-campus and become symptomatic, please contact 

Emmie at 919 787 4790. 
2. Use hand sanitizer upon entering the sanctuary. Hand sanitizer will be available 

on a table as you enter the sanctuary. 
3. Wear a face mask. Masks will be available by the hand sanitizer for anyone who 

needs a mask.   
4. Bring your own pen or pencil and sign the sign-in sheet upon entering the 

sanctuary. This sign-in process will provide information for contact-tracing in the 
event someone tests positive for COVID-19. 

5. Maintain social distance (6 feet or greater). 
6. Use hand sanitizer before leaving the sanctuary.  

 
The health and safety of our faith community is our TOP priority. These arrangements 
are subject to change.  To learn more about deciding to go out visit the CDC website at 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/deciding-to-go-out.html 
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If you need assistance with shopping or other errands, please contact Emmie 
(office@saintgiles.org) or Katherine (katherine@saintgiles.org).  
 
If you are able to offer assistance with shopping or other errands, please contact Emmie 
(office@saintgiles.org) or Katherine (katherine@saintgiles.org). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 Great Is Thy Faithfulness. Thomas O. Chisholm, 1923. 
ii Spirit of the Living God. Daniel Iverson, 1926. 
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