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Upcoming Events At-A-Glance 
Wednesday, November 11 
12pm  Session Packet Deadline 
 
Monday, November 16 
7pm  Session Meeting 
 
Monday, November 23 
7pm  Youth Ministry Meeting 
 
Thursday, November 26th 
Thanksgiving Day—Office Closed 
 
Friday, November 27th 
Church Office Closed 
 

Where have you seen God in 
the pandemic? 
 
The world may look different right now, 
but God is still working!   
 
Where have you seen God? 
 
Let us know by sending us a photo, a 
sentence, or a word that we can use on 
our facebook page or in worship.   
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Message from Rebecca 
 
It is a genuinely strange Stewardship season. The entire world has been holding its breath awaiting 
election results. Now we know that Joe Biden is the President-elect of the United States. 
 
As St. Giles members prepare to open their generosity and pockets, commentators tell us that the 
next 4 years will be challenging. There is much healing and reconciliation to do. As disciples in this 
time and this place, in which democracy appears fragile, we examine budgets and our commitment 
to Christ’s dream for the world. It is a dream of peacemaking and caring for the most vulnerable, 
and building bridges between the privileged and the excluded. 
 
Disciples of Jesus have met such circumstances over and over again across 2020 years. The church 
exists today because they supported this vision by supporting their local community.  In the year 
ahead, we are called to trust that God’s presence is with us even now. We know, then, that our re-
sponse is not fear, not withholding and stinginess, but generosity, praise and thanksgiving for the 
One who loves and sustains us.  
 
Blessings, 
Rebecca                

Volunteers Needed! 
  
We are delighted to have one volunteer—we need at least one more!  Each week on Thursday, we 
need one or two volunteers to print and assemble the weekly mailing of the worship bulletin and 
newsletter for the 25 church members without a computer. Emmie can help give directions and  
answer questions via text or telephone from home. She is available for an in-person training if you 
would like it. 
  
To volunteer or receive more details, please contact Emmie in the church office. 

Stewardship Update 
 

I have been talking a lot about our faith journey during this stewardship season.  A journey made 
more difficult during these pandemic times.  Now I want to talk about Saint Giles. 
 
Saint Giles has done more to help me on my faith journey than any other church where I have been a 
member.  And of course; Saint Giles needs financial support to exist.  However, Saint Giles does not 
squander its financial resources.  Saint Giles continues to be generous with the use of its buildings, 
its commitment to hunger relief, community projects, and beyond.  This outreach character of Saint 
Giles, near and far, makes it easy for me to be generous when I consider my estimate of giving.  How 
about you?  What’s your story? 
 
With Prayer,   
John Tracy, Chair, Finance & Stewardship Ministry 



Call for photographs! 
 
If you have any photos of events, worship, Sunday School, or other fun activities at or with Saint 
Giles within the last year, please email them to Emmie in the office!  We are looking for lots of good  
pictures of life at Saint Giles.  Please submit all items to Emmie ASAP!  If you’d rather text a picture, 
please call the church office and ask Emmie for her cell number.  Thank you! 

IPNC Update: Introducing Rev. Lance Perry 
 
 
We are forever grateful to Rev. Rebecca Kuiken for her leadership during the Bridge Interim period.   
 
During this time period, the Interim Pastor Nominating Committee, made up of Carol Pope, Chris 
Maxwell, and Mick Wilber, have been working tirelessly to select an Interim Pastor to guide Saint 
Giles through our time of transition until a new pastor can be called to ministry at Saint Giles.  The 
Interim period is a vital one, and the IPNC is pleased to introduce their choice for Interim Pastor—
the Rev. Lance Perry.   
 
Rev. Perry introduces himself below: 
 
 
I come to Saint Giles after completing a bridge interim for two yoked Presbyterian churches in  
Lenoir, NC. Prior to that, I served five other congregations as interim pastor across North  
Carolina. I was trained and began interim ministry in 2014, following 25 years as a solo pastor 
and head of staff in congregations in North Carolina, Indiana and Kentucky. 
 
My personal objective as an interim is to be a helpful and supportive resource for congregations in 
transition. Congregations can greatly benefit from an intentional time of transition clarifying 
their identity, addressing unresolved issues, and developing strategies in order to prepare the way 
for a new pastor. Serving as pastor to the congregation and process coach for the pastor  
nominating committee, I love to help congregations find renewal, health and hope for the future. 
 
I am married to Kathy Beach, who is pastor of Rumple Memorial Presbyterian Church in Blowing 
Rock, NC. Together we have five children, three of whom are still living at home. 
 
The things I love to do in my spare time are play guitar, hike, read, travel and attend  folk/
bluegrass music festivals (Merlefest 2021!). I also love dark chocolate and almost all desserts.  
 
 
We are delighted to welcome Rev. Perry to our congregation.  His first day will be Sunday, December 
6th. 
 
Please send a note of thanks to our IPNC members, who have worked prayerfully in this decision.  

Centering Prayer 
 

Centering Prayer is meeting every Wednesday morning by Zoom at 7am.  If you would like to join, or 
if you have any prayer concerns or celebrations you would like the Centering Prayer group to pray 
for during their time, please reach out to Chris Maxwell at cmmstgiles@earthlink.net.   


