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August 5th, 2020 
 
Dear Friends… 
Every day I try to remind myself, “This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and 
be glad in it” (Psalm 118:24).   I will admit that there are minutes, hours, days when I 
find myself challenged to be positive in these times of isolation and transition. 
 
So, in an attempt to “rejoice and be glad,” I review nightly a list of my “Gratitudes.” I 

remember that my phone 
calls/FaceTime/Zoom/Google 
Meet sessions make me laugh and 
give me a glimpse of friends’ and 
families’ worlds outside our 
home. Grocery lists and delivered 
food provide security (and, dare I 
say, a few pounds).  Walks and 
exercise lift my spirits.  And then 
there is my spouse Andy’s sense 
of humor…what a gift!  The 
creature comforts we have—air 
conditioning, TV, streaming 
services, and even our sweet cat 
Zooey—all comfort and lift me up. 

 
As we at St. Giles face the transition from our beloved Katherine to a new voice and 
presence soon to be determined, let us, too, be comforted and lifted up by the Lord and 
all we share.  While “the beginnings…of all human undertakings are untidy” (John 
Galsworthy, English Novelist), we continue to have each other through this process.  We 
have a beautiful green campus that thrives.  We have our shared sense of humor and 
determination to create our path. And we have wise leadership in our Staff, our Session, 
and our members. 
 
Please remember to lift St. Giles up in prayer, with patience and reverence for our 
shared memories and voices.  Your Interim Pastor Nominating Committee (Chris 
Maxwell, Michael Wilber, and Carol Pope) and Session are representing you as they 
move toward the goal to have a Bridge Interim in the next few weeks, and a long-term 
Interim shortly thereafter.  We ask for your understanding and prayers as we forge this 
journey. 
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“This is, [indeed,] the day the Lord has made, [and] let us be glad in it.”  We have an 
opportunity to weather our physical separation through a shared commitment to our 
future at St. Giles!  We can do this!!! 
 
May each day bring you gratitude, humor, peace, and love…and the willingness to “trust 
[God] with our future.”  (Bulletin, July 26, 2020) 
 
        --Carol Pope 
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The congregation is warmly invited to contribute to a Love Offering for 
Katherine, in recognition of her longtime ministry with Saint Giles. Contributions 
to the love offering can be mailed to St. Giles Presbyterian Church at 5101 Oak 
Park Road, Raleigh, NC  27612.  Please make out checks to Saint Giles, and mark 
envelopes or checks with "Katherine - Love Offering”. 

 

 
 

Next Steps 
 
The Session of Saint Giles has been busy working with folks from New Hope Presbytery 
to implement the first few steps in the future of Saint Giles. We are meeting with the 
Rev. Ted Churn (the Executive Presbyter of New Hope Presbytery) and Elder Toni 
Parker (Saint Giles’ Liaison to the Presbytery’s Commission on Ministry).  
 
Ted and Toni have outlined our next couple of steps and will walk alongside us 
throughout this time of transition. Here is what you can expect: 
 

1. At the July 20 Stated Session Meeting, Session elected an Interim Pastor 
Nominating Committee (IPNC). The members of our IPNC are Chris Maxwell, 
Carol Pope, and Mick Wilber.  
 

2. The IPNC will meet with some “Bridge-Interim” candidates. A Bridge-Interim 
pastor is a short-term position. The primary responsibility of a Bridge-Interim is 
to keep things moving: lead worship, provide pastoral care, moderate Session and 
other essential ministry until an Interim Pastor is hired.  
 
The IPNC will make a recommendation to Session who is authorized to hire a 
Bridge-Interim. Remember: this is a quick hire intended to provide stability 
following the departure of a pastor.  
 

3. After a “Bridge-Interim” pastor is hired, the IPNC will write a Ministry 
Information Form (MIF) which will be approved by Session, Ted Churn and one 
of the co-moderators from the COM. Then the IPNC will interview potential 



Interim Pastors. The Bridge-Interim pastor may be a candidate for the Interim 
Pastor. 

 
4. When the IPNC has completed interviewing potential Interim Pastors, they will 

bring a recommendation to Session, who is authorized to hire an Interim Pastor.  
 
What can you do?  
 

 Pray for our Session. 

 Pray for our IPNC. 

 Stay informed: read the weekly mini-newsletter and all communications from 
Saint Giles.  

 Offer your gifts: with what tasks can you help? Could you assist with “snail-mail” 
mailings? Could you help with small projects on the church campus (something 
on-your-own or with your immediate family)? Could you encourage our staff-
team and elders? Could you help with congregational care? Could you step-up 
and lead a ministry team so our elders can focus on transition? These are just 
ideas….the question is: what gift can you offer?  

 
May God be with us. 
May God guide our steps. 
May God shape our decisions. 
And may we be open to God.  
  
  

 
Church Sanctuary Available for Meditation 

 
If you would like to visit the church sanctuary for quiet prayer and meditation, please 
contact the church office.  We will schedule a time for it to be available for you, and 
provide you with a list of guidelines to ensure safety for you and all others at Saint Giles.   
 

 
 
If you need assistance with shopping or other errands, or can assist with these needs, 
please contact Emmie (office@saintgiles.org). 
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